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The Western Balkans region has experienced an intensification of foreign
interference and disinformation over the past few years. Certain domestic,
regional and international actors have sought to challenge the EU’s and
NATO's present and historical credibility in the region, sow disinformation
about the Covid-19 pandemic and attempt to undermine elections and
referenda in the region. In certain cases, foreign interference in elections has
taken the form of propaganda campaigns, supported by foreign intelligence
activities. Such tactics prey on historical and cultural perceptions and myths
and relative fluidity with which information travels across borders in the
Western Balkans.

The aim of this webinar is to assess how the EU and NATO can better
cooperate with each other to counter foreign interference and disinformation
campaigns in the Western Balkans. This meeting of experts from the EU,
NATO and regional actors will outline and analyse the actors that are
responsible for foreign interference and disinformation campaigns in the
region. The webinar will also reflect on the tools and tactics used by these
actors in the Western Balkans. In this respect, the webinar will engage with
existing EU and NATO strategies but it will also focus on areas where EU-
NATO cooperation can be enhanced. Accordingly, the discussions will be
guided by the following questions:

In what ways is the Western Balkans a target of foreign
interference and disinformation campaigns? What tactics and
tools are used by actors to perpetrate these challenges in the
region?

How can the EU and NATO support and work together with the
region to prevent and counter foreign interference and
disinformation campaigns? What new approaches can be
developed?

How do regional actors view foreign interference and
disinformation campaigns in the Western Balkans region? What
more do they expect from the EU and NATO as partners?
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