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The EUISS in 2015

I. THE EUISS IN 2015

2015 was characterised by an intensified pace of activities as well as closer cooperation 
with the new HR/VP team and the EEAS on the ‘strategic review’. The internal reform 
and modernisation process also continued, including the entry into force of the new 
Financial Rules and new implementing rules on secondments (to and from the Insti-
tute), further streamlining of the personnel structure (necessitated to some extent by 
the zero-growth budget), and the finalisation of new draft Staff Regulations, following 
an informal consultation process with the EUISS Board, which should enable their for-
mal adoption in the first half of 2016. 

The number and spectrum of workshops, conferences and publications has increased 
further, as compared to 2014, combining a persistent focus on the ‘core’ topics cov-
ered by the Institute (neighbouring regions, CSDP and external action at large, strategic 
partners) with the exploration of new ones (cybersecurity, migrations, outer space). Col-
laboration with the EU institutions and the other agencies has increased too, leading to 
contractual arrangements with the Commission’s DG DEVCO, the European Defence 
Agency and the European Parliament for the delivery of research material (respectively 
on cyber capacity-building, ‘hybrid’ threats, and the strategic environment) and other 
services. Such contractual agreements have also augmented, albeit to a still limited de-
gree, the Institute’s operational funds - an approach that will be further pursued in 
the future. Cooperation with the Satellite Centre led to a dedicated mission by EUISS 
Senior Analysts to Torrejòn to compare and exchange analyses on critical regions and, 
following that, to a draft bilateral agreement formalised in early 2016.  The ongoing and 
well-established collaboration with the European Security and Defence College, in turn, 
was reflected inter alia in the appointment of the EUISS Director as interim Chair of the 
ESDC Executive Academic Board. Last but not least, in 2015 the Institute continued the 
practice of co-organising at least one seminar with the rotating EU Presidencies - nota-
bly Latvia and Luxembourg. 
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In addition, the EUISS was closely involved in the preparation of the HR/VP’s Report on 
the global environment (June 2015) and, following the fresh mandate given to Federica 
Mogherini on that occasion, in the design and implementation of the expert outreach 
and consultation process leading up (by July 2016) to a new Global Strategy on foreign 
and security policy. To this end, two major public conferences were also held in Brus-
sels - in April and October, both with the active participation of the HR/VP - in order 
to disseminate information to and collect input from the expert community. Starting 
in October, and continuing well into 2016, more than 30 workshops and conferences 
have been organised - in Brussels as well as in almost all EU capitals (and beyond) - to 
accompany and support the ‘strategic review’ process. Ad hoc materials and publications 
were also prepared and distributed. The Institute’s 2016 Annual Conference, due to take 
place in Paris on 21/22 April, is set to mark the conclusion of the expert outreach and 
consultation process.

Finally, the Director’s mandate was extended by the Board for two more years - until Octo-
ber 2017. By July 2016, the HR/VP is set to present to the Council a Report on the imple-
mentation of Decision 2014/75/CFSP of 10 February 2014 concerning the Institute.

THE EUISS BUDGET
EUR 4,070,443.90 or 76% of total expenditures in 2015 were related to Staff Costs 
(Chapter 1), EUR 453,682.53 or 9% to Operational Activities (Chapter 2) and EUR 
821,140.40 or 15% to Administrative Costs (Chapter 3).

ACTUAL EXPENDITURES PER BUDGET CHAPTERS (2013-2015)

Budget Chapter
2015 2014 2013

EUR % EUR % EUR %

Chapter 1            
Staff Costs

4,070,443.90 76 3,298,148.44 67 3,268,675.53 67

Chapter 2              
Operational Costs

453,682.53 9 823,149.68 17 889,527.53 18

Chapter 3              
Administrative 
Costs

821,140.40 15 805,168.69 16 717,816.04 15

Total 5,345,266.83 100 4,926,466.81 100 4,876,019.10 100



9

2015 Activities Report The EUISS in 2015

Note: The increase in the Staff Costs, as well as the decrease in the Operational Costs, in 
2015 compared to previous years is mainly a result of new budget presentation imple-
mented in 2015. Namely, as of 2015 the EUISS reports as Staff Costs the employer’s 
contributions made into the Pension Reserve Funds, which was never reported as costs 
in the previous budgets. In addition to that, some of the costs (such as Research Awards, 
Traineeships etc.) are now part of the Staff Costs, while in the past these used to be part 
of Operational Costs.
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II. Brussels Liaison Office

Brussels antenna/Liaison office

2015 was another very full year of activities for the Brussels Liaison Office (BLO). From 
a conference on Central Asia in January to the MENA lunches in December, and with 
activities on such diverse subjects as cybersecurity and Arctic governance, sanctions and 
outer space throughout the year, 2015 has been particularly productive for the BLO, 
sometimes working independently but mostly working as a close-knit team with their 
Paris HQ counterparts.

There has again been a good (and increasing) degree of cooperation with other institu-
tions. In February, the EUISS, in close cooperation with DG DEVCO of the European 
Commission, held a big conference on Cyber Needs and Development. The BLO team, to-
gether with a Senior Analyst in Paris, worked intensely over several months with DG 
DEVCO to bring about this hugely successful conference. Shortly after, the BLO team 
helped co-organise the ESDC Alumni Conference which follows on from successful and 
continued interaction with the ESDC.

The BLO has been helpful, even instrumental, in the work of the Sanctions Task Force, 
EU-EULAC workshops, EU-China and EU-Korea conferences, as well as work on climate 
change, the Gulf of Guinea, Russia and much more, all of which activities originated in 
and were run from the Paris HQ.

In April, the BLO team worked closed with the Paris team to organise a conference at 
the Bozar in Brussels entitled The EU in a changed security environment, addressed by HR/
VP Mogherini, Secretary-General Le Roy and Special Advisor Tocci. This was an impor-
tant introduction to the ongoing work on the EU Global Strategy and led to the EUISS 
Annual Conference being held in October for the first time in its history in Brussels in 
order to launch the EUGS outreach and consultation process.
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On one of the hottest days of July, the BLO team helped with the logistics of an Expert 
Seminar on Learning and Training for EU CSDP held inside the European Parliament and 
co-organised by the ESDC, the EUISS and the Luxembourg Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union.

The Liaison Office continued its cooperation with the European Parliament by organis-
ing, in September, an event on Global trends: risk and resilience in foreign policy with, inter 
alia, Elmar Brok, Chair of the European Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee.

September also saw the fruition of excellent cooperation between the EUISS Liaison Office, 
EUISS Paris and the Luxembourg Presidency of the Council of the European Union when 
we co-organised a well-attended conference on Building security in the Sahel: European, regional 
and local approaches with introductions by Helga Schmid, Deputy Secretary-General for Ex-
ternal Action of the EEAS and Hiroute Guebre Sellassie, UN Special Envoy for the Sahel.

As is now an annual tradition, and in cooperation with the EU Delegation to the US, the 
Brussels Liaison Office hosted a lunch for a group of US students in journalism to meet 
with some Brussels-based journalists. This year’s journalists included Ian Traynor (The 
Guardian), Suzanne Lynch (The Irish Times) and Tom Nuttall (The Economist).

On a grey public holiday in November, the BLO managed to coax enthusiasm from 
a small group of Brussels-based experts from think tanks, Council Working Groups, 
the EEAS, the European Commission, the European Parliament and member states for 
intense and frank discussions over an improvised breakfast encounter with Afghan Na-
tional Security Adviser Hanif Atmar and Franz-Michael Mellbin (EUSR Afghanistan). 
Also present were Ambassador Omar Samad (Senior Adviser to CEO Abdullah Abdul-
lah) and Ambassador Homayoun Tandar (Afghan Ambassador to the EU). 

This is just a brief overview of some of the work carried out by the small, dedicated 
EUISS team in Brussels, always in close cooperation with its Paris headquarters. It is 
impossible to cover every meeting with member states’ representatives or involvement 
with Policy Planners but the good working relationship with EU institutions and, in 
particular, with the EEAS continues and grows.

STAFF OF THE BRUSSELS LIAISON OFFICE
• Jackie Granger (British), Liaison Officer for the EUISS in Brussels, maintaining 

relations with institutions, member states, think tanks, NGOs and the press.

• Throughout 2015: Pierre Minard (French), Executive Research Assistant, working 
notably as right-hand man to the Rapporteur of the Group of Personalities.
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• First half of 2015: Christian Dietrich (German - Executive Research Assistant); Clodagh 
Quain (Irish - Trainee/Junior Analyst); Gergana Petkova (Bulgarian - Trainee/Junior 
Analyst); Miruna Bouros (Romanian/Belgian - Trainee/Junior Analyst)

• Second half of 2015: Anouk Moser (Dutch/Austrian - Trainee/Junior Analyst); Marco 
Funk (Italian/German/American - Executive Research Assistant)

Also Brussels-based Associate Analysts:
Sabina Lange (Slovenian - EU decision-making and inter-institutional relations and 
PoC for the EUGS) and Florian Trauner (Austrian - EU-Western Balkans relations)

The EUISS took part in the EU’s Open Day with a stand 
inside the Justus Lipsius building of the Council of the EU

HR/VP Mogherini at the Bozar event

HR/VP Mogherini at the EUISS Annual Conference Conference on the Sahel with the Luxembourg Presidency 
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III. Publications

In 2015 the EUISS published three Chaillot Papers: ‘CSDP in action: what contribution 
to international security?’, by Thierry Tardy (May); ‘EU home affairs diplomacy: why, 
what, where  - and how’, by Hugo Brady and Roderick Parkes (July); and ‘The EU neigh-
bours 1995-2015: shades of grey’, by Florence Gaub and Nicu Popescu (December). The 
Institute also published four multi-authored Reports: ‘Arab futures: three scenarios for 
2025’, edited by Florence Gaub and Alexandra Laban (February); ‘Pride and Prejudice: 
maritime disputes in Northeast Asia’, by Elena Atanassova-Cornelis, Ramon Pacheco 
Pardo and Eva Pejsova (March); ‘Arctic security matters’, edited by Juha Jokela (June); 
and ‘On target? EU sanctions as security policy tools’, edited by Iana Dreyer and José 
Luengo-Cabrera (September).

In April, the third edition of the Yearbook of European Security (YES 2015) was published. 
The Yearbook, which looks at global security issues from a specifically European per-
spective, has gradually established itself as a key reference and consultation resource 
for EU policymakers. As in the previous years, the volume contained detailed facts and 
figures on the EU’s security policy toolbox, a compilation of EU defence-related docu-
ments and a timeline highlighting the important events relating to European security 
and defence that took place in 2014. In the run-up to the Paris Climate Conference at 
the end of the year, it also featured a chapter exploring the link between climate change, 
security and state fragility. 

As part of the expert outreach and consultation process to support the preparation of 
the EU Global Strategy due to be released in June 2016, a book entitled Towards an EU 
Global Strategy: Background, Process, References was published in September and presented 
at the Institute’s annual conference, which was devoted to the theme of the forthcom-
ing Global Strategy. This book, featuring a preface by HR/VP Federica Mogherini, pre-
sented a compilation of the landmark documents that have successively codified the 
EU’s external action objectives since 2003, also including the HR/VP’s recent Report 
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on ‘The European Union in a changing global environment’, as well as NATO’s current 
Strategic Concept and the latest US National Security Strategy.

The Institute also collaborated on two joint publications in 2015, published in April 
and June respectively: the first, A New Climate for Peace, an independent report commis-
sioned by members of the G7, was prepared by an independent consortium of leading 
research institutes, consisting of International Alert, the Wilson Center and the EUISS, 
led by the Berlin-based think tank adelphi. The second publication, the report Women 
& War: Women and Armed Conflict and the Issue of Sexual Violence, derived from a colloqui-
um on this subject jointly organised by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and the EUISS in September 2014. 

Shorter online Briefs and Alerts continued to be produced on a weekly basis. In total, 39 
Briefs and 56 Alerts were published over the course of 2015.

Finally, an illustrated leaflet, ‘The European Union’s external action #CFSP BASICS’ 
came out in April. Containing a glossary of terms and relevant actors, it presents facts 
and figures about CFSP and the EU’s external action in an accessible and visually en-
gaging format. Like its companion leaflet on ‘European Security and Defence #CSDP 
BASICS’, published in the previous year, this flyer publication was well received and has 
been made widely available across the EU, and to EU Delegations worldwide.
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YEARBOOK OF EUROPEAN SECURITY (YES 2015)

EUISS Yearbook of European Security 2015 - April 2015

The EUISS Yearbook of European Security (YES) is an indispensable 
publication that aims to inform experts, academics, practitioners 
and, more generally, all those wishing to know more about the EU 
and security-related matters through innovative, evidence-based 
analysis and the showcasing of crucial facts and figures.

BOOK

Towards an EU global strategy - Background, process, 
references - September 2015
Edited by Antonio Missiroli

Against the background of the ongoing consultation exercise on 
developing an EU global strategy, this book presents and contex-
tualises the landmark documents that have successively codified 
the Union’s external action objectives, and includes a preface by 
HR/VP Federica Mogherini.

LEAFLET

The European Union’s External Action #CFSPbasics 
- April 2015

Specifically produced for the EUISS conference with HR/VP 
Mogherini in April 2015, the leaflet goes back to basics on the 
EU’s external action. It includes infographics and illustrations, as 
well as a glossary of terms and relevant actors, present facts and 
figures about the European Union’s Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy (CFSP), as well as its broader external action activities 
- in an easily accessible manner. 

European Union Institute for Security Studies 

100, avenue de Suffren | 75015 Paris | France | www.iss.europa.eu
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The EUISS Yearbook of European Security (YES) 2015 is the Institute’s annual publication 
compiling key documents and data related to the EU’s Common Foreign and Security 
Policy (CFSP) and Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) for the year 2014. The 
2015 edition also includes a chapter on climate change that investigates which regions 
of the world may be particularly vulnerable to security challenges arising from shifting 
climatic trends. Updated factsheets, maps, graphs and charts provide added clarity on 
some of the key issues facing the European Union and its external action today.

YES is an indispensable publication that aims to inform experts, academics, practitioners 
and, more generally, all those wishing to know more about the EU and security-related
matters through innovative, evidence-based analysis and the display of crucial facts and 
figures.

REPORT Nº 20 — November 2014

Fighting piracy 
off the coast of 
Somalia: lessons 
learned from the 
Contact Group

EDITED BY
Thierry Tardy 
 

Reports
European
Union
Institute for
Security Studies

Gymnich
Gymnich is an informal meeting of foreign ministers designed to  
foster in-depth discussions on the strategic challenges faced by the 
EU. It is named after the location of the first ever such meeting, 
held in Germany in 1974.

hR DeclaRation on behalf of the eU
The High Representative makes declarations on behalf of the Union 
when any new development means that the EU needs to adapt or 
change its position. The HR seeks agreement from all EU member 
states before doing so.

hR Statement
The High Representative makes statements under his/her own 
authority when a common position has already been established or 
when it is unfeasible or unnecessary to consult the member states.

inStRUment contRibUtinG to Stability 
anD Peace (icSP)
IcSP is a financial instrument used when preventing or responding 
to crises around the world. It provides for urgent, short-term  actions 
undertaken in response to a crisis and longer-term measures  
designed to help organisations respond more effectively.

SanctionS/ReStRictive meaSUReS
The Council imposes sanctions on third parties as part of a 
comprehensive foreign policy designed to promote peace, 
democracy, respect for the rule of law and human rights. They are 
designed to target individuals or entities and thereby spare the 
civilian population at large.

Union foR the meDiteRRanean (Ufm)
The UfM brings together 43 countries in an effort to  
promote economic integration and democratic reform in North  
Africa and the Middle East. An heir to the previous Barcelona  
Process (1995), the UfM was launched in 2008.
 

THE EURoPEAN UNIoN’S
ExTERNAl ACTIoN 

#CFSPBASICS

october 1954
Western european Union, 
heir to the Brussels Treaty (1948), 
created

european political Cooperation (epC)
introduced whereby members of the

european economic Community (eeC)
agree to coordinate foreign policy

1970

february 1986
single european act – epC 
codified in eU Treaty

february 1992
maastricht Treaty – Common Foreign
and security policy (CFsp) launched

under the so-called ‘second pillar’

october 1997

amsterdam Treaty – post of high 
representative for CFsp created, and 
‘common strategy’proclaimed as a
new CFsp instrument

december 1998
saint-malo Declaration –

Franco-British declaration on the need
 to grant the eU an autonomous 

capacity to manage international crises

june 1999
Cologne european Council – Javier 
solana appointed first high 
representative for the CFsp
 

december 2000
nice Treaty – eU gains tools needed

to conduct civilian and military crisis
management. psC, eUmC, eUms,

pmG and CivCom established

december 2003 european security strategy adopted
 

december 2007

Lisbon Treaty – The high
representative becomes head of a

new european external action
service (eeas), in addition to

becoming vice president of the
european Commission and

chairing the Foreign affairs Council

december 2009
Catherine ashton takes office 
as first high representative under 
new terms set by the Lisbon Treaty

january 2011eeas established

november 2014 Federica mogherini takes office 
as high representative

a GloSSaRy foR eU exteRnal 
action

 
aSSociation aGReement (aa)
AAs are legally-binding bilateral agreements under which 
contracting parties (states) agree to move towards EU political, 
economic and legal norms. They are not necessarily a prerequisite 
to full EU membership.  

Comprehensive approaCh 
The comprehensive approach refers to the strategically coherent 
use of the wide array of policies, tools and instruments – spanning 
the diplomatic, security, defence, financial, trade, development 
cooperation and humanitarian aid fields – at the disposal of the 
Union when tackling external conflicts and crises.

cfSP DeciSionS
The Foreign Affairs Council can make decisions necessary for 
defining and implementing the CFSP, including through the adoption 
of actions and positions; decisions on international agreements with 
third actors; and on procedural questions. As a general rule, the 
Council takes decisions by a unanimous vote.

DémaRche
A démarche is a formal statement of values or preferences issued by 
an EU delegation under instructions from the High Representative. 
Agreement about issuing a démarche is usually reached in the 
relevant Council working group.

eaSteRn PaRtneRShiP (eaP)
Established in 2009, the EaP was launched between the EU and six 
countries in eastern Europe and the South Caucasus. The Partnership 
is grounded in shared values, such as democracy and the rule of law, 
and allows partner nations to strengthen their political, economic 
and cultural links with the EU.
 
eURoPean neiGhboURhooD Policy (enP)
Established in 2003, the ENP aims to foster the greatest degree of 
political association and economic integration possible with the 
EU’s neighbours to the east and south. 16 countries have thus far 
signed up to the ENP and 12 have agreed on ENP action plans. 

hiGh RePReSentative/vice-PReSiDent (hR/vP)
The High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security   
Policy/Vice- President of the European Commission (HR/VP)  
conducts the Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy. He/she 
contributes to the development of that policy, which he/she carries 
out as mandated by the Council.

PeRmanent RePReSentativeS committee (coRePeR ii)
Composed of the member states’ permanent ambassadors to the 
EU, CoREPER II prepares work for the Foreign Affairs Council and 
coordinates the activity of the working groups.

Political anD SecURity committee (PSc)
The PSC convenes at ambassadorial level. It monitors the 
international situation in the areas covered by the CFSP and 
contributes to the definition of the security policy of the Union. 

Politico-militaRy GRoUP (PmG)
The PMG is responsible for the political aspects of military and 
civil-military issues. It gives recommendations to the PSC, prepares 
Council conclusions and liaises with third parties such as NATo.

SPecial RePReSentativeS
EU Special Representatives (EUSRs) work on troubled regions (e.g. 
the Horn of Africa) or on themes (e.g. human rights), unlike EU  
ambassadors who operate in specific countries. They are appointed 
by and responsible to the HR/VP without being part of the EEAS.

WoRkinG GRoUPS/PaRtieS
CFSP Council groups and parties are focused on a 
 particular theme (e.g. CoTER – terrorism), region (e.g. 
 CoASI – Asia-oceania) or organisation (e.g. CoNUN – UN),  
whereas so-called ‘merged groups’ are responsible not only for 
CFSP but also for Commission-led matters, such as economic 
 relations. The latter may be geographically-focused (e.g. ColAT – 
latin America) or thematic (e.g. CoTEl – Communications). Some 
have elected chairs, others (e.g. RElEx) are chaired by the rotating 
Council presidency. 

PeoPle, inStitUtionS anD 
boDieS 

committee foR civil aSPectS 
of cRiSiS manaGement (civcom)
The CivCom is an advisory body composed of member state 
representatives which focuses on the civilian aspect of the CSDP. 
The Committee drafts and prepares decisions for the Political and 
Security Committee. 

committee on foReiGn affaiRS 
of the eURoPean PaRliament (afet)
AFET aims to increase parliamentary oversight of foreign policy and 
approves assistance programmes and international agreements. It 
has two sub-committees, one on human rights (DRoI) and the other 
on security and defence (SEDE). 

eURoPean commiSSion
The Commission works hand in hand with the 
EEAS and the Council to promote international  
stability by administering aid for humanitarian and  development 
purposes and overseeing the European  Neighbourhood 
Policy. It is also an observer in the Political and Security  
Committee and the various Council working groups.

eURoPean coUncil
Made up of the heads of government of the EU’s 28 member states, 
the European Council meets at least twice a year to outline the 
 principles and guidelines of CFSP. 

eURoPean exteRnal action SeRvice (eeaS)
As the ‘diplomatic’ arm of the EU, the EEAS  defines 
and implements EU foreign policy. It has 139  
delegations worldwide with its headquarters in Brussels. 

foReiGn affaiRS coUncil
The central decision-making body under CFSP, the Foreign  
Affairs Council is made up of ministers from the member states 
 responsible for foreign/defence policy.

foReiGn RelationS coUnSelloRS
(Relex) WoRkinG GRoUP
RElEx helps to prepare and implement Council decisions,  
particularly in relation to the institutional, legal, logistical and  
budgetary dimensions of missions and operations. It also monitors 
and evaluates the imposition of sanctions.

eUiSS PUblicationS

As part of its mission to foster a common security culture for the 
EU, to help develop and project the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy (CFSP), and to enrich Europe’s strategic debate, the Euro-
pean Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) regularly releases 
publications on the topics and regions at the core of its work. 

The flagship publication of the EUISS is its series of Chaillot  
Papers, which are based on focused, in-depth research. The 
EUISS also publishes a Yearbook (YES) collecting facts and figures.  
Targeted Reports, shorter Briefs and Alerts are produced on a 
regular basis.
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CHAILLOT PAPERS

CSDP in action - What contribution to international security?
No. 134 - Thierry Tardy - June 2015

This Chaillot Paper looks at CSDP operations and missions, and 
explores how they fit into the broader crisis management envi-
ronment and multilateral efforts towards international peace. It 
highlights the inherent constraints facing CSDP and how these 
inevitably limit its overall impact or degree of success. The paper 
also examines the EU’s added value and the extent to which CSDP 
is moving forward at various levels.

EU home affairs diplomacy: why, what, where - and how
No. 135 - Hugo Brady and Roderick Parkes - September 2015 

Home affairs matters such as border control, crime-fighting and 
counter-terrorism are all increasingly subject to international 
rule-setting and cooperation. This Chaillot Paper explores the 
genesis of ‘home affairs diplomacy’ and how it has taken shape

THE EU NEIGHBOURS 1995-2015: SHADES OF GREY
No. 136 - Florence Gaub and Nicu Popescu - December 2015

This Chaillot Paper charts the changes that have taken place in 
the countries and regions adjacent to the EU over the past two 
decades, and analyses how the upheavals of recent years have al-
tered the EU’s relationship and approach to its eastern and south-
ern neighbours.

CHAILLOT PAPER Nº 134 — May 2015

CSDP in action 
What  contribution 
to international 
 security?

BY
Thierry Tardy

european
Union
Institute for
Security Studies

Chaillot Papers

CHAILLOT PAPER Nº 135 — July 2015

EU home  affairs 
diplomacy: 
why, what, 
where – and 
how
BY
Hugo Brady and Roderick Parkes  

european
Union
Institute for
Security Studies

Chaillot Papers

CHAILLOT PAPER Nº 136 — December 2015

The EU 
 neighbours 
1995-2015: 
shades of grey

BY
Florence Gaub and Nicu Popescu

european
Union
Institute for
Security Studies

Chaillot Papers
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REPORTS

Arab futures: three scenarios for 2025
No. 22 - Edited by Florence Gaub and Alexandra Laban - February 2015

This Report, the outcome of a series of meetings of the Arab 
Foresight Group, an initiative undertaken by the EUISS, presents 
three alternative scenarios for the Arab world in 2025. These take 
into account the so- called ‘megatrends’ which are unlikely to 
change, and outline three different ways in which policymakers 
can respond to the crises that currently beset the Middle East and 
North Africa region. 

Pride and prejudice: maritime disputes in Northeast Asia
No. 23 - Elena Atanassova-Cornelis, Ramon Pacheco Pardo 
and Eva Pejsova - April 2015 

This Report explores the driving sources of tension in Northeast 
Asia’s three maritime disputes, focusing in particular on develop-
ments that have occurred since the late 2000s. At the same time, it 
examines the existing and emerging mechanisms of maritime coop-
eration - in the form of various schemes for the joint development of 
resources in the region - so as to highlight the possible ways forward.

Arctic security matters
No. 24 - Edited by Juha Jokela - June 2015 

The Arctic region is currently undergoing major and rapid trans-
formation, both environmentally and economically. This Report, 
the outcome of an EUISS Task Force, examines how these changes 
carry significant political implications, and highlights the new se-
curity challenges that are emerging in the region. 

On target? EU sanctions as security policy tools 
No. 25 - Edited by Iana Dreyer and José Luengo-Cabrera - September 2015

This Report, the outcome of an EUISS Task Force on sanctions, 
offers valuable insight into a practice that is now part and parcel 
of the Union’s ‘security’ policy toolbox. It aims to shed more light 
on an EU policy area that is still under-researched at a time when 
sanctions are becoming more important in terms of their number, 
scale and political salience.

REPORT Nº 23 — March 2015

Pride and  
prejudice
Maritime disputes in 
Northeast Asia

Elena Atanassova-Cornelis,  
Ramon Pacheco Pardo and Eva Pejsova 
 

Reports
european
Union
Institute for
Security Studies

REPORT Nº 22 — February 2015

Arab futures: 
Three scenarios for 2025

Edited by
Florence Gaub 
Alexandra Laban 

Reports
european
Union
Institute for
Security Studies
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JOINT PUBLICATIONS

A new climate for peace - April 2015

This independent Report, commissioned by members of the G7, 
identifies seven compound climate-fragility risks that pose serious 
threats to the stability of states and societies in the decades ahead. 
Based on an assessment of existing policies on climate change adap-
tation, development cooperation and humanitarian aid, and peace-
building, the Report recommends that the G7 undertake concrete 
action to tackle climate-fragility risks and increase the resilience of 
states and societies to them.

Women & Armed Conflicts and the issue of Sexual Violence 
- June 2015

This Report derives from a colloquium on the theme of ‘Women & 
War’ organised jointly by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and the EUISS, which took place on 30 September 
2014 in Brussels. The proceedings of this colloquium have been 
written either by the speakers or by the Delegation of the ICRC in 
Brussels on the basis of audio recordings of the event.
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Publications

ALERTS

Nber                                    January

1 16 Józef Lang, Nicu Popescu Central Asia: the view from Russia

2 21 Eva Gross Central Asia: the view from the south

3 23 Raffaello Pantucci Central Asia: the view from China

4 30 Nicu Popescu Hybrid tactics: neither new nor only Russian

5 30
Patryk Pawlak, 
Gergana Petkova

State-sponsored hackers: hybrid armies?

February

6 06
Cristina Barrios, 
José Luengo-Cabrera

Nigeria’s elections: more democracy, less security?

7 06 Florence Gaub Hizbullah’s hybrid posture: three armies in one

8 06 Thierry Tardy Mali : restaurer la paix dans un pays en guerre

9 13 Jan Joel Andersson Talking strategy: Washington’s new NSS

10 13 Francesco Giumelli Sanctioning Russia: the right questions

11 17 Jan Joel Andersson If not now, when? The Nordic EU Battlegroup

12 17
Cameron Johnston, 
Nicu Popescu

Russia’s military: the weak links

13 27 Florence Gaub Libya: law(s) and disorder

14 27
Florence Gaub, 
José Luengo-Cabrera

Libya: crude implosion

March

15 13 Juha Jokela Arctic matters: in from the cold?

16 13 Eva Pejsova Asia: disasters as opportunities?

17 13 Thierry Tardy EUFOR RCA: tough start, smooth end

18 18 Cameron Johnston Russia’s info-war: the home front

19 20 Eva Gross Bosnia and Herzegovina: back on an EU track?

April

20 02
Antonio Missiroli, 
Katharina Wolf

Defence spending 2014: the big picture

21 10 Florence Gaub Lebanon’s civil war: seven lessons forty years on

22 10 Cameron Johnston Russia’s info-war: theory and practice

23 24
Iana Dreyer, 
José Luengo-Cabrera

Sanctions against ‘aggressors’ - seven lessons

24 30 Pierre Minard Partners from a large island: Australia and CSDP
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May

25 05 Katharina Wolf Defence spending 2014: the EU picture

June

26 05 Massimo Pellegrino
The threat of state-sponsored industrial espio-
nage

27 10 Cameron Johnston Russian foreign policy: domestic constraints

28 12
Beatrice Berton, 
Florence Gaub

Arab parliaments: better than their reputation?

29 12 Cristina Barrios Elections in Africa: half-full, half-empty?

30 26 Beatrice Berton The dark side of the web: ISIL’s one-stop shop?

31 26 Cristina Barrios Transit Niger: migrants, rebels and traffickers

32 26 Eva Pejsova Stranded at sea: the Rohingya

July

33 03 Jan Joel Andersson Defence: solidarity, trust and threat perception

34 03 Balazs Ujvari COP21 en route to Paris: the state of play

35 16
José Luengo-Cabrera, 
Clara Portela

EU sanctions: exit strategies

36 23 Francesco Giumelli Sanctions: moving targets and goalposts

37 23
Jan Joel Andersson, 
Florence Gaub

Adding fuel to the fire? Arming the Kurds

38 24 Roderick Parkes Asylum flows to the EU: blip or norm?

39 24 Alice Ekman China: reshaping the global order?

September

40 18 Nicu Popescu Saakashvili in Odessa

October

41 07

José Luengo-Cabrera, 
José Antonio Sanahuja, 
Francisco Verdes-Monte-
negro Escánez

EU-CELAC: partners in crisis management?

42 07 Alice Ekman, Eva Pejsova China’s parade: mixed messages

43 16 José Luengo-Cabrera Getting Africa right

44 22 Roderick Parkes Turkey’s refugee politics

45 22 Elizabete Vizgunova The Belarus dilemma

46 28 Nicu Popescu Hybrid tactics: Russia and the West

47 28 Florence Gaub Hybrid tactics: ISIL & Co.
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Publications

November

48 13 Balazs Ujvari A global climate deal - If not now, then when?

49 17 Florence Gaub After Paris: why ISIL is (also) a cult

50 20 Antonio Missiroli After Paris: why (now) the Lisbon Treaty

51 27 Maline Meiske Gender balancing in CSDP

52 27
Gerald Stang, 
Balazs Ujvari

Climate change as a ‘wicked problem’

December

53 08 Florence Gaub Waging #Eurojihad: foreign fighters in ISIL

54 10 Gerald Stang The climate-energy nexus

55 17 Thierry Tardy Mutual defence - one month on

56 17
Taynja Abdel-Baghy, 
José Luengo-Cabrera

Mali: an endangered peace

BRIEFS

Nber January

1 16 Florence Gaub Can ISIL be copied?

2 30
Beatrice Berton, 
Patryk Pawlak

Cyber jihadists and their web

February

3 27 Cristina Barrios Congolese lessons for the Great Lakes

March

4 06 Alice Ekman China: setting the agenda(s)?

5 06 Juliette Genevaz
China’s People’s Liberation Army - The politico-
military nexus

6 20 Florence Gaub Algeria’s army: on jihadist alert

April

7 02 Antonio Missiroli The EU in a multiplex world

8 17 José Luengo-Cabrera EU-LAC: the other transatlantic partnership

9 17 Florence Gaub Whatever happened to Yemen’s army?

10 24 Nicu Popescu Sanctions and Russia: lessons from the Cold War

11 24 Christian Dietrich The EU and the NPT: drawing lines
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May

12 13 Olivier de France Defence budgets in Europe: downturn or U-turn?

13 13 Cameron Johnston
Sanctions against Russia: evasion, compensation 
and overcompliance

14 29
Mathieu Duchâtel, 
Alice Ekman

Countering terrorism: an area for EU-China coop-
eration?

15 29 Eva Pejsova EU and Japan: stepping up the game

June

16 05 Eva Gross Recalibrating EU-Central Asia relations

17 05 Balazs Ujvari BRICS bloc(k) rising?

18 18 Thierry Tardy
Enabling partners to manage crises - From ‘train 
and equip’ to capacity-building

19 19 Jan Joel Andersson
European defence collaboration - Back to the 
future

20 26 Florence Gaub Counterinsurgency: not an Arab specialty

July

21 03 Nicu Popescu Moldova’s star: shining or falling?

22 03 Gerald Stang
The bear and the beaver: Russia and European 
energy security

23 09 Bernt Berger Sanctions against North Korea: a tricky dilemma

24 09
Karine Lisbonne de 
Vergeron

India and the EU: what opportunities for defence 
cooperation?

25 09
José Luengo-Cabrera, 
Erica Moret

Sanctions against Iran: the role of pivotal rising 
powers

26 17
Clara Portela, 
Thomas Biersteker

EU sanctions in context: three types

27 24 Katharina Wolf
Putting numbers on capabilities: defence inflation 
vs. cost escalation

September

28 18
Jana Kobzova, 
Nicu Popescu

Ukraine’s other war

29 30 Marta Martinelli UNSC Resolution 1325 fifteen years on

30 30 Thierry Tardy
Operation Sophia: tackling the refugee crisis with 
military means

October

31 12 Florence Gaub Stuck in the barracks: the Joint Arab Force

32 28
Jan Joel Andersson, 
Thierry Tardy

Hybrid: what’s in a name?

33 28 Jan Joel Andersson Hybrid operations: lessons from the past
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Publications

November

34 13 Roderick Parkes Migration: the new ‘push’ and ‘pull’ dynamics

35 13 Zoe Stanley-Lockman
Defence & technology: the US between Silicon 
Valley and European allies

36 27
Gerald Stang, Balazs 
Ujvari

Climate and power: ending the oil age?

December

37 04 Roderick Parkes
Migration and terrorism: the new frontiers for 
European solidarity

38 04 Pierre Minard
The IPCR arrangements: a joined-up approach in 
crisis response?

39 10 Roderick Parkes 20 years on: rethinking Schengen
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The EU in a changed security environment - Brussels, 21 April 2015

The EUISS organised a conference at the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Brussels on 21 April 
which gathered a number of think tankers, academics and EU and national officials to 
debate the rapidly-changing global security environment. 

A general introduction by EUISS Director Antonio Missiroli was followed by a broad 
presentation of the Strategic Review process by Nathalie Tocci, Deputy Director of Isti-
tuto Affari Internazionali and Special Adviser to HR/VP Federica Mogherini. Following 
input from the audience, the first session wrap-up intervention was offered by Alain Le 
Roy, Secretary-General of the European External Action Service (EEAS). 

After collecting questions and comments from those in attendance, High Representa-
tive Mogherini then offered her views on the Strategic Review. Maximum interaction 
with the audience was encouraged throughout the conference so as to ensure an exten-
sive exchange of views with the HR/VP. 
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Featured publications

Yearbook of European Security (YES 2015)

The EUISS Yearbook of European Security (YES) is an indispensable 
publication that aims to inform experts, academics, practitioners 
and, more generally, all those wishing to know more about the EU 
and security-related matters through innovative, evidence-based 
analysis and the showcasing of crucial facts and figures.

A changing global environment

A collaborative project by the entire EUISS research team, this Chail-
lot Paper analyses changes in the contemporary global environment 
according to eight distinct but interconnected perspectives. The pub-
lication aims to offer a comprehensive background analysis to the 
policy debates that will inform the drafting of the Report on the in-
ternational geopolitical environment that the High Representative is 
due to present in 2015

EU Washington Forum - Washington, D.C. - 22 May 2015
On 22 May, the Atlantic Council and the European Union Institute for Security Studies 
convened the EU’s Political and Security Committee (PSC) for a conference on the main 
security challenges currently facing both the US and Europe. 

In the first panel, experts analysed the threat of ISIL, highlighting in particular the threat of 
foreign fighters returning from conflict zones to Europe. The terrorist group’s governance 
structure and command of social media, as well as its foothold in Libya were also discussed. 

The second panel focused on developing a coherent strategy for the EU to confront its 
foreign policy challenges. Issues such as tackling Europe’s security deficiencies, address-
ing the resurgence of Russia, and enhancing EU-NATO cooperation were subsequently 
debated, with input from the PSC.

European Union Institute for Security Studies 

100, avenue de Suffren | 75015 Paris | France | www.iss.europa.eu

Y•E•S 2015
EUISS YEARBOOK OF EUROPEAN SECURITY

EU
IS

S 
YE

AR
BO

OK
 O

F 
EU

RO
PE

AN
 S

EC
U

RI
TY

Y. E. S 
 2

01
5

European
Union

Security Studies
Institute for

The EUISS Yearbook of European Security (YES) 2015 is the Institute’s annual publication 
compiling key documents and data related to the EU’s Common Foreign and Security 
Policy (CFSP) and Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) for the year 2014. The 
2015 edition also includes a chapter on climate change that investigates which regions 
of the world may be particularly vulnerable to security challenges arising from shifting 
climatic trends. Updated factsheets, maps, graphs and charts provide added clarity on 
some of the key issues facing the European Union and its external action today.

YES is an indispensable publication that aims to inform experts, academics, practitioners 
and, more generally, all those wishing to know more about the EU and security-related
matters through innovative, evidence-based analysis and the display of crucial facts and 
figures.

CHAILLOT PAPER Nº 133 — December 2014

A changing  
global  
environment

BY
Antonio Missiroli, Gerald Stang et al.

european
Union
Institute for
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Featured publication

Arab futures: three scenarios for 2025

This Report, the outcome of a series of meetings of the Arab Fore-
sight Group, an initiative undertaken by the EUISS, presents three 
alternative scenarios for the Arab world in 2025. These take into 
account the so-called ‘megatrends’ which are unlikely to change, 
and outlines three different ways in which policymakers can re-
spond to the crises that currently beset the Middle East and North 
Africa region. 

REPORT Nº 22 — February 2015

Arab futures: 
Three scenarios for 2025

Edited by
Florence Gaub 
Alexandra Laban 
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EUISS annual conference - EU Strategy Matters   
Brussels, 8-9 October 2015

The 2015 Annual Conference of the European 
Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) 
was held, exceptionally, in Brussels on 8/9 Oc-
tober. The event, which brought together an 
impressive number of key members of the se-
curity community from across the EU, served 
as the occasion to launch the expert consulta-
tion and outreach phase that will accompany 
the preparations of the Union’s Global Strat-
egy on Foreign and Security Policy (EUGS) in 
the coming months. 

At the Royal Brussels Academy of Science, aca-
demics, experts and policymakers discussed 
different dimensions of the strategy ranging 
from the long-term implications of the cur-
rent challenges in Europe’s extended neigh-
bourhood to the priorities for the Union’s 
CFSP/CSDP.

The event was closed with a keynote address 
by HR/VP Federica Mogherini, who stressed 
her belief that the process of drafting the 
strategy is every bit as important as the final 
document itself. 
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Featured publication

Towards an EU global strategy – Background, process, 
references

Against the background of the ongoing consultation exercise on 
developing an EU global strategy, this book presents and contex-
tualises the landmark documents that have successively codified 
the Union’s external action objectives, and includes a preface by 
HR/VP Federica Mogherini. 

AFRICA
Maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea - what has been done, 
what needs to be done? - Brussels, 30 June 2015
Although the Gulf of Guinea and maritime insecurity appear to have been absent from 
the headlines recently, challenges still loom large for international trade and business, 
and for economic development in the region. 

The region is also affected by terrorism, irregular migrant flows, and political instabil-
ity. And, most worryingly, many countries do not seem to be fully committed to the 
Yaoundé Process.The conference brought together around 60 participants: stakehold-
ers from West Africa, European and international policymakers, industry figures and 
regional experts. 

The discussions were organised around three complementary sessions:

·· Outlining the strategic challenges at stake in the Gulf of Guinea regarding mari-
time security;

·· Exploring the prospects of the Yaoundé Process;

·· Characterising the nature of international engagement and support to the region.

REPORT Nº 20 — November 2014

Fighting piracy 
off the coast of 
Somalia: lessons 
learned from the 
Contact Group

EDITED BY
Thierry Tardy 
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Featured publications

Fighting piracy off the coast of Somalia: lessons learned from 
the Contact Group

This Report aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the objec-
tives, methods, critical success factors and results of the Contact 
Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS); and to capture 
the knowledge and experience resident in the governments and or-
ganisations that have contributed to the Group.

Fighting piracy in the Gulf of Guinea - offshore and onshore

Following a spectacular decline in the Gulf of Aden, incidents of 
armed robbery at sea and piracy are now on the rise in the Gulf of 
Guinea. Given the region’s importance for the EU, are there lessons 
that can be learned and usefully transferred from Gulf to Gulf? 

Building security in the Sahel: European, regional and local 
approaches - Brussels, 11 September 2015
The Institute organised this conference as part of the activities held under the Luxem-
bourg Presidency of the Council of the European Union. It sought to bring together 
stakeholders from the Sahel region, European and international policymakers and ex-
perts. Speakers included the UN Special Envoy for the Sahel, the African Union High 
Representative for the Sahel and the EU Special Representative for the Sahel.   

The discussions revolved around four topics:

·· Security challenges in and around the Sahel;

·· Common challenges and common interests (African and European perspectives);

·· Capacity-building: how effective is the EU?’

·· Engaging with regional and local partners: what prospects? 

REPORT Nº 20 — November 2014

Fighting piracy 
off the coast of 
Somalia: lessons 
learned from the 
Contact Group

EDITED BY
Thierry Tardy 
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Following a spectacular decline in the Gulf of Aden, 
incidents of armed robbery at sea and piracy (which 
legally refer to attacks beyond territorial waters) 
are now on the rise in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2012, 
the  International Maritime Bureau’s (IMB) Piracy 
 Reporting Centre recorded 58 attacks, including 10 
hijackings. Nigeria is the most affected country, with 
27 attacks in 2012 (almost three times more than in 
2011), and 11 already reported for the first quarter 
of 2013. Most of the attacks target vessels connected 
to the oil industry, but they also disrupt trade and 
transport in the region as a whole, thereby posing a 
security threat to the international community as well 
as African states. 

A ‘classic’ case is an attack on or hijacking of a tanker 
that is fully loaded with oil and navigating Nigerian, 
Ghanaian or Cameroonian waters. The oil is stolen 
(ship to ship) and sold on either directly to other ships 
or into the black market onshore, with the  attacks 
sometimes coordinated from motherships or using 
other forms of structured off-shore  organisation. Cas-
es of sea-to-land attacks have occasionally taken place 
(for example, in Equatorial Guinea), and although 
hostages can sometimes be held for months, there is 
often limited reporting and follow-up on the issue. 

EU interests in the Gulf of Guinea fully justify current 
concerns. This is particularly so given that  discussions 
surrounding an EU regional strategy for the Gulf of 

Guinea and preparations for the Joint Africa-Europe 
Strategy (JAES) Summit of 2014 have already begun. 
Yet hasty and superficial comparisons with the Horn 
of Africa should be avoided, as realities in West Africa 
are somewhat different. Calls for the development of 
a regional approach, however, should be maintained 
and indeed strengthened.

Why care about it
The security of Europe’s maritime industry is increas-
ingly at risk, with shipping companies struggling to 
balance steady demand with the rising costs of ac-
quiring safe passage and port cooperation in the Gulf 
of Guinea. Europe has much at stake in the region 
and as the European Shipowners Association (ECSA) 
explains, a vessel may be owned by an EU company 
even if it carries a non-EU flag, or a European ship 
may be chartered to a non-EU company. Non-EU ves-
sels may also be carrying goods between Africa and 
EU ports, or European goods worldwide. 

Any disruption to trade in the region results in higher 
prices for European consumers, and severely affects 
business for EU companies. Up to 90% of the cost of 
implementing security measures and traveling along 
alternative routes is currently born by the shipping 
industry. In addition, the human cost of piracy is 
born by a small, professional group of seafarers and 
their families.
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Fighting piracy in the Gulf of Guinea 
Offshore and onshore
by Cristina Barrios
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Featured publications

Re-mapping the Sahel: transnational security challenges and 
international responses

This Report is based on the research activities and seminars con-
ducted by the EUISS within the framework of its Sahel Task Force 
between September 2013 and April 2014, focusing on the security 
situation in the Sahel region. It explores in further depth some of 
the key issues discussed: terrorism (including the threat posed by 
jihadist and Islamist militant groups) and other forms of organ-
ised crime in the region, the link between security and development 
challenges, as well as efforts to increase regional cooperation to 
tackle the complexity of the challenges in the Sahel.

Transit Niger: migrants, rebels and traffickers

Niger is increasingly becoming a major hub for drugs and arms 
smuggling in the Sahel region, as well as for clandestine migration 
across the desert, into Libya, and eventually Europe. Can Niger block 
these irregular migration and smuggling routes – and if so, will it?
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ASIA OUTREACH
EU and Central Asia cooperation: reality checks, lessons learned 
and ways ahead - Brussels, 30 January 2015
The EUISS, in cooperation with the Latvian EU Presidency and the Institute for Eu-
ropean Politics in Berlin, organised the conference ‘EU and Central Asia cooperation: 
reality checks, lessons learned and ways ahead’. 

Three plenary sessions addressed the region´s geopolitical environment; specific na-
tional and regional challenges; and the strengths and weaknesses of the EU´s approach 
to the region to date. With a view to the coming review of the EU´s Central Asia strategy, 
participants also discussed future priority areas and cooperation frameworks.

Speakers included representatives from the EEAS, ambassadors from selected member 
states, former EUSR Pierre Morel, as well as individuals from universities, think tanks 
and civil society. A concluding panel that featured the five ambassadors of the individu-
al Central Asian republics also ensured that voices from the region itself were included 
in the deliberations - and contributed to a thought-provoking conference that was at-
tended by more than 120 people.

Featured publications

Central Asia: the view from China

The final instalment in the trio of Alerts dealing with Central Asia, 
this publication tackles the regional issues facing Beijing. What 
vision does China have for the countries on its western frontiers? 
Countries which were previously considered to be in Russia’s 
backyard. 

3
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China’s rise in Central Asia is not a new phenom-
enon. For the past decade, Beijing has gradually 
moved to become the most significant and con-
sequential actor on the ground in a region that 
was previously considered Russia’s backyard. 
In September last year, President Xi Jinping an-
nounced the creation of a ‘Silk Road Economic 
Belt’ running through the region. Although this 
declaration is the closest thing seen so far in terms 
of an articulation of a Chinese strategy for Central 
Asia, it nevertheless offered more questions than 
answers. 

To understand China’s approach to Central Asia, a 
wider lens needs to be applied to explore both the 
detail of what is going on and how this fits into a 
broader foreign policy strategy that is slowly be-
coming clearer under Xi Jinping’s stewardship.

The Long March westward

It is in the first instance important to look at 
the geographical link that exists between China 
and Central Asia. This flows principally through 
Xinjiang, China’s westernmost province which is 
home to a disgruntled Uighur population, some 
of whom are currently locked in a painful strug-
gle with the Chinese state. An ethnic minority in 
China (though almost 10 million strong, with a 
substantial diaspora in Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan and Turkey), the Uighurs are closer 
in terms of culture and language to Central Asian 

peoples like the Uzbeks. Stemming from Xinjiang 
(a region that covers a sixth of China’s landmass 
but contains roughly 1-2% of its population), 
Uighurs have long complained that their identity 
is slowly being eroded by Beijing-sponsored Han 
Chinese immigrants. This alienation has resulted 
in protests, as well as violence directed against 
the authorities, the resident Han population, 
and local Uighurs seen to be collaborating with 
the central government. The most recent bout of 
serious civil unrest can be traced back to 2009, 
when roughly 200 people were killed during riots 
in Urumqi, Xinjiang’s capital. In the wake of this 
event, Beijing’s attention was drawn towards the 
troubled region, and a subsequent work plan laid 
out in May 2010 signaled a new push towards 
fostering development in the province.

This focus was not in fact completely new. Chinese 
officials had long worried about Xinjiang and the 
underdeveloped nature of China’s western fron-
tiers. While coastal provinces like Shanghai and 
Guangzhou were booming, some regions in the 
centre and west were left behind economically. 
In addition, China’s foreign policy was almost ex-
clusively focused on maritime disputes and the 
country’s relationship with the US. 

The reality is that if Xinjiang is to be developed, 
China needs a more prosperous region in its vi-
cinity to trade with – and through. Far from the 
coast, Xinjiang’s southern markets are closer to 
Europe or the Indian subcontinent than they are 

Central Asia: the view from China
by Raffaello Pantucci
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Central Asia: the view from Russia

The first in a series of publications focusing on Central Asia, this 
Alert takes a glance at the region from the perspective of decision-
makers in the Kremlin. 

Recalibrating EU-Central Asia relations

This Brief explains how the shifting geo-strategic environment in 
Central Asia – marked by growing Chinese and Russian engagement, 
the US withdrawal from Afghanistan and concerns over the rise of 
Islamic extremism – is also causing the EU and its member states to 
(re)assess both bilateral and regional relationships. 

EU-India Forum - Brussels, 13 May 2015
The forum convened European and Indian experts, as well as officials from India, the 
EU and its member states for an exchange of views on political and strategic trends in 
India and in the European Union with a view to identifying concrete ways in which In-
dia and the EU can cooperate in the future. 

Four plenary sessions addressed policy priorities of India and the EU; traditional as well 
as non-traditional security - that is, security policy, as well as defence and industry mat-
ters; but also ways in which civil society can be more closely involved in the EU-India re-
lationship so as to improve mutual understanding and strengthen ties between various 
actors including universities and think tanks, political parties, parliaments, and NGOs. 

Each session formulated concrete ways of cooperation - and the need for common anal-
ysis as a basis for exploring cooperation was a common theme. 

The strong attendance across the board - EU member states, EEAS and European Com-
mission, and think tankers and experts from across Europe - attests to the considerable 
interest in EU-India relations that bodes well for continued cooperation in the future.
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Stability is a buzzword for Central Asia watch-
ers. Regional governments and foreign powers 
swear by it, and seek to use this alleged common 
interest to retain order in a fragile and often dys-
functional part of the world. Yet this apparently 
shared vision has not (yet) led to any major co-
operative effort to get Central Asia on the right 
track.

Moscow’s attitudes and interests

Russia’s overarching foreign policy goal is the 
establishment of a multipolar world in which 
Moscow is one of the leading powers. From its 
standpoint, what transforms a big country into 
a great power is the ability to wield influence 
abroad – or even better, to create a sphere of in-
fluence. It is through this prism which Moscow 
views Central Asia and other post-Soviet territo-
ries. Russia thus performs a difficult balancing 
act, fostering minimum levels of stability while 
seeking to retain and expand its political and 
economic sway. At the same time, Moscow seeks 
to minimise challenges to its perceived interests 
from either Central Asian states themselves or 
other great powers – such as China, the US and, 
to a lesser extent, the EU.  

The states of the region face serious threats to 
stability, most of which are internal: weak and 
corrupt governments, divided societies, drug 
trafficking and its corrosive effects on state 

institutions, radicalised groups and widespread 
poverty. Strengthening these states so that they 
are in a position to tackle such issues is not high 
on Russia’s list of priorities. Instead, Moscow pre-
fers to navigate the murky waters of ‘managed 
instability’, dealing with neighbouring states that 
are weak enough to be influenced but strong 
enough to stay afloat. Russia has found this meth-
od to be a useful policy tool in many parts of 
the post-Soviet space – in Georgia, Moldova and, 
now, eastern Ukraine. In Central Asia, Moscow is 
not actively fostering instability – there is already 
enough of it locally – but it has nevertheless long 
sought to retain its influence rather than improve 
the capacities of local governments.  

Russia also attempts to limit the footprint of oth-
er great powers in the region. This is true, first 
and foremost, with regard to any Western (i.e. 
American and European) energy and security-re-
lated projects, which Moscow has continuously 
opposed since the Central Asian states gained in-
dependence. While Russia does not view China’s 
involvement in the region favourably, it does not 
oppose it openly. Moscow is hardly capable of 
effectively freezing out China, and in any case 
views any potential disputes in the region as a 
localised rivalry which should not undermine its 
strategic relations with Beijing. 

Not all Central Asian states are treated by Moscow 
in the same way and, except for Kazakhstan, 
are not of major strategic importance to Russia. 

Central Asia: the view from Russia
by Józef Lang and Nicu Popescu
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The current reassessment of the EU’s 2007 
Central Asia strategy – in conjunction with 
the recent appointment, on 15 April, of an EU 
Special Representative (EUSR) for Central Asia 
– signals a renewed interest in a region that, 
although not central to EU foreign policy, in-
creasingly hosts strategic challenges which also 
have implications for Europe. The EU remains 
Central Asia’s most important trading partner, 
and the past eight years have seen a significant 
upgrading of the EU’s political relations with 
the five Central Asian republics. 

At the same time, a shifting geo-strategic en-
vironment – marked by growing Chinese and 
Russian engagement, the US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan and concerns over the rise of 
Islamic extremism – has led to a realignment 
of regional influences and interests. For the EU 
and its member states, this requires not only (re)
assessing bilateral and regional relationships, it 
also requires Brussels to take into account the 
changing geopolitical framework of which EU 
policy is a part.

The new geopolitical landscape 

Until recently, Western engagement in 
Afghanistan and the risk of spill-over of 

instability to Kabul’s Central Asian neigh-
bours tended to dominate strategic 
 discussions on the region. Today, however, 
Chinese and Russian engagement in Central 
Asia is altering the focus of the debate. The 
Silk Road Economic Belt, as part of a broader 
Chinese strategic vision, makes Central Asia 
an  integral part of Beijing’s attempts to boost 
its economic ties with the West. By contrast, 
the recently launched Eurasian Economic 
Union (EEU) is widely regarded as a means 
for Moscow to extend and project its (hith-
erto primarily economic) influence in the re-
gion. 

Motivations differ. China’s interests range 
from fostering stability, accessing resources 
and markets in Central Asia and expanding 
trade routes with Europe. Until now, Chinese 
 engagement has focused mainly on  economic 
 aspects. But security considerations have 
increasingly become part of negotiations, 
mainly on account of the threat of unrest and 
rising extremism in China’s far-flung western 
region of Xinjiang. As a result, the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), of which 
both China and Russia are members, could 
therefore play a more active role in Central 
Asia in the future. 
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Quenching India’s thirst for energy

With India struggling to meet its domestic energy demands, the 
country is now engaging in a more active – and more overt – form of 
energy diplomacy. What challenges face the rising giant in pursuit 
of this strategy, and how will it reconcile development goals with 
climate change concerns in a region that continues to suffer from a 
lack of integration?

Afghanistan: the view from India

The first EUISS Alert of 2014 explores the deepening bilateral rela-
tionship between India and Afghanistan. But given long-standing 
regional tensions and suspicions, what role is there for South Asia’s 
dominant power in supporting a post-transition Afghanistan? 

Northeast Asia Peace and Cooperation Initiative (NAPCI)   
and EU - ROK Cooperation - Brussels, 18 June 2015
The EUISS hosted the second conference on the Northeast Asia Peace and Cooperation 
Initiative (NAPCI) and the European experience on 18-19 June in Brussels. The event 
was jointly organised with the Korean National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA), and sup-
ported by the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the EEAS. 

This year’s conference addressed avenues for cooperation between the EU and the Re-
public of Korea (ROK) in the framework of NAPCI - notably in the fields of environmen-
tal governance, cyber security and disaster management. In typical 1.5 Track fashion, it 
was attended by experts, as well as governmental officials from the EU, the ROK, China, 
Japan, Russia, the US and Mongolia. 
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India’s impressive economic growth and rapidly 
expanding population are fuelling the country’s de-
mand for energy, and increasingly, shaping India’s 
external relations and foreign policy. In addition to 
altering regional dynamics in South Asia, this shift 
will have significant implications for global energy 
governance, as well as for climate change discus-
sions. 

India’s burgeoning energy needs 

India today struggles to meet its energy supply 
needs, as signalled by the massive blackouts wit-
nessed in 2012 and the chronic power shortages 
that continue to plague the country. With a quarter 
of its population lacking access to electricity, India’s 
struggles to satisfy its domestic energy demand 
– which, according to the International Energy 
Agency (IEA), is projected to grow at a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.2% until 2035, 
more than double than the expected world aver-
age. 

The rise in India’s demand for energy is outpac-
ing domestic production for virtually every type 
of fuel. Local oil and gas resources are negligible: 
despite being the fourth largest consumer of oil in 
2011, India possesses only 0.3% of the world’s oil 

reserves. Gas reserves are slightly more abundant 
(1,074 billion cubic metres – bcm), but are nev-
ertheless insufficient. The bulk of India’s energy 
comes from coal, which accounted for 44% of the 
energy supply mix in 2011. Biofuels and waste – 
wood and dung – were the second largest source 
of energy in the same year, providing 25% of total 
primary energy supply. Nuclear, hydropower and 
renewables, although present, have only a small 
share in the country’s total fuel mix.

As a result of these shortages, much of India’s ris-
ing energy demand will have to be met by imports 
– already accounting for 35% of India’s energy 
consumption in 2009. As a result, energy depend-
ency will inevitably grow further. According to the 
International Energy Agency (IEA), India’s import 
dependency on oil, already at 75%, is expected 
to reach 92% by 2035. Furthermore, India is also 
predicted to be importing about two-thirds of its 
natural gas by 2017.  

Although India is one of the largest coal producers 
in the world, the gap between demand and domes-
tic supply is widening here, too. India currently 
imports about one-tenth of the coal it consumes, 
and this figure is likely to increase. The coal short-
age also results from production slowdowns of 
the poorly run state-monopoly Coal India Limited 

Ra
je

sh
 K

um
ar

 S
in

gh
/A

P/
SI

PA
 

Quenching India’s thirst for energy 
by Costanza Caputi

1
2 0 1 4

Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s visit to India from 
12-15 December 2013 – during which he requested 
greater defence and security cooperation in the years 
to come – underscored the close bilateral ties between 
the two countries. President Karzai’s attempt to enlist 
regional allies in support of a stable post-2014, post-
transition Afghanistan also raises questions about the 
extent to which Afghanistan’s neighbours are pre-
pared to modify their engagement in the near future.

The bilateral relationship between India and 
Afghanistan has deep historical and geographi-
cal roots. Yet, until now, India’s engagement in 
Afghanistan has mainly centred on civilian contribu-
tions and economic development. This is partly due 
to Pakistani resistance and fears over India’s growing 
regional influence. Possible developments in the rela-
tionship with Islamabad will therefore have a bearing 
on India’s future Afghanistan policy – and vice versa.

Waiting mode

Between the upcoming Afghan presidential elec-
tion in April 2014 and continued uncertainty over 
the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA) between 
Afghanistan and the United States, the internation-
al community as a whole faces a waiting game in 
Afghanistan. 

The outcome of the elections will test the stability 
and legitimacy of the next Afghan government and 
the capacity of the elected leader to effectively engage 

with Afghanistan’s international interlocutors and ad-
dress the ongoing insurgency. The BSA, on the other 
hand, will determine the scope and strength of future 
US military presence in the country and the contin-
ued level of support granted to the Afghan National 
Security Forces (ANSF) by NATO. Given India’s geo-
political and normative interests (and constraints), 
Delhi has an interest in a continued US and NATO 
presence in Afghanistan – particularly during the 
 current phase of political transition. But given that 
India does not assume that foreign troops will stay 
in the country forever, the question of recalibrating 
Delhi´s commitments to Afghanistan is, therefore, 
bound to surface sooner or later.

Bilateral relations were formalised through a Strategic 
Partnership Agreement signed in October 2011. 
India is now the 5th largest development donor in 
Afghanistan, having provided aid worth $2 billion 
to date. Given the developmental challenges still fac-
ing India, this level of assistance pays tribute to the 
importance India attaches to Afghanistan’s future. 
Activities funded by the government in Delhi cover 
four broad areas: infrastructure projects, including 
roads; humanitarian assistance; small and commu-
nity-based development projects; and education and 
capacity building. As part of the latter, India has as-
sisted in training Afghan police and civil administra-
tion as well as – albeit in more limited numbers – 
military personnel in Indian facilities. 

A peaceful and stable Afghanistan is of strategic impor-
tance to India. Serving as a land bridge, Afghanistan 

Afghanistan: the view from India
by Eva Gross
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Pride and prejudice: maritime disputes in Northeast Asia

This Report explores the driving sources of tension in Northeast 
Asia’s three maritime disputes, focusing in particular on develop-
ments that have occurred since the late 2000s. At the same time, it 
examines the existing and emerging forms of maritime cooperation 
– in the form of various schemes for the joint development of re-
sources in the region – so as to highlight the possible ways forward. 

CSDP’s new partners: East Asia

This Alert analyses the implications of the Union’s recent formalisa-
tion of security cooperation with South Korea. Aside from obvious 
practical benefits, what symbolic value does it have for both partners 
in their attempts to gain greater recognition as security actors?

LATIN AMERICA

EU-LAC Think Tank Security Dialogue
In anticipation of the 8th EU-LAC (2nd EU-CELAC) Summit in June, the Institute or-
ganised a preparatory expert workshop in Brussels. This workshop brought together 
academics, think tankers and EU officials specialising in EU-LAC relations to discuss 
security-related issues of common interest. The thematic focus was on the evolution 
of inter-regional trade, the normalization of relations with Cuba, the peace process in 
Colombia and EU-LAC cooperation in the area of crisis management.

The preparatory meeting for the CELAC-EU Summit took place in Brussels on 14 April 
and the ‘EU-LAC: the other Transatlantic Partnership - Think Tank Security Dialogue’ 
was organised in Brussels on 23 April.

REPORT Nº 23 — March 2015

Pride and  
prejudice
Maritime disputes in 
Northeast Asia
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“A political and security relationship is not only 
about comparing notes; it is also about taking 
action”, stated HR/VP Catherine Ashton when 
 formalising cooperation between the EU and the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) on crisis management. 

The Framework Participation Agreement (FPA), 
signed in May 2014 in Seoul, facilitates the involve-
ment of South Korea in CSDP missions and opera-
tions. Aimed at improving effectiveness and flexi-
bility in crisis response, the FPA addresses practical 
issues like financing, conditions of deployment, 
and the chain of command. Behind its technical 
façade, the document also has major symbolic val-
ue for EU-ROK bilateral relations, as well as for the 
EU’s security policy in East Asia. 

The Agreement constitutes the third ‘pillar’ of the 
EU-ROK Strategic Partnership, adding a security 
dimension to the general political framework and 
the Free Trade Agreement, already agreed in 2010. 
Once the ratification process is complete, South 
Korea will become the first East Asian country to 
step up security cooperation with the Union. 

The EU, which announced its own ‘pivot to Asia’ 
in 2012, has been trying to demonstrate its added 
value for regional stability. An agreement on secu-
rity cooperation with an important regional party 
strengthens the Union’s image as a global security 
actor and enhances trust with other East Asian coun-
tries. It also has the potential to deepen the scope of 
existing Strategic Partnerships in the region. 

Mutual benefits

The EU and South Korea share a number of com-
mon security objectives, as well as similar visions 
on how to achieve them. Given their relatively 
limited capabilities, both partners share a belief in 
multilateralism and the rule of law, and a compre-
hensive approach to security matters. While al-
ready acknowledged for their economic strength, 
they are also both seeking international recogni-
tion as reliable security players. 

Peace on the Korean peninsula and maintaining 
stability in North-East Asia represent, of course, 
the greatest security interests for Seoul. The in-
creased willingness to enhance bilateral security 
cooperation with Europeans is set against the 
backdrop of mounting tensions in the region. 
Wedged between China and Japan, South Korea 
has tried to establish itself as the region’s ‘middle 
power’,  forging ties with as many external part-
ners as possible – including the EU. 

Reciprocally, having an East Asian actor on board 
has several advantages for Europe. Participation 
Agreements with non-EU countries can offset in-
ternal capabilities shortfalls, particularly personnel 
and equipment. In times of budgetary constraints, 
partners also contribute to cost- and burden-
sharing in global security initiatives. While the 
Framework does not allow Europeans to take part 
in Korea-led missions, it lays down the founda-
tions for deeper security cooperation in the future, 

CSDP’s new partners: East Asia
by Pierre Minard and Eva Pejsova

Ahn
 Youn

g-joon
/AP/SIPA

European union Institute for Security Studies September 2014 1



44

2015 Activities Report

Featured publications

EU-LAC: the other transatlantic partnership

This Brief provides an overview of the evolving nature of EU-LAC 
relations since the 1999 Rio summit. By evaluating the changing 
dynamics encountered internally and externally by both the EU and 
LAC countries, it maps out the main issues which will be addressed 
at the upcoming EU-CELAC summit in Brussels.

EU-CELAC: partners in crisis management?

Highlighting improving cooperation in this field between the EU and 
individual CELAC countries, this Alert shows how in particular the 
Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) might be a suitable 
partner in the area of crisis management with which the EU could 
work more closely. 

BRICS bloc(k) rising?

With the five BRICS countries continuing to expand and institution-
alise their cooperation on key international issues in an attempt to 
further increase their global clout, this Brief takes a look at the EU’s 
response to their rise. Should the BRICS be treated individually or as 
a group by the Union? 

European Union Institute for Security Studies April 2015 1
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The 7th Summit of the Americas, held last week 
in Panama, brought together thirty-five heads of 
state and government of the region to address 
the challenge of fighting inequality across the 
American continent. The coverage of the summit, 
however, was largely dominated by the unprec-
edented presence of Cuban representatives and 
the historic thaw in US-Cuba relations. 

Although largely symbolic, the first formal en-
counter between Barack Obama and Raúl Castro 
was nevertheless an important step. Both leaders 
limited themselves to announcing their willing-
ness to “turn the page” despite persisting funda-
mental differences and expressed their determi-
nation to continue to advance “mutual interests”. 
Moreover, the White House’s decision to remove 
Cuba from its list of state sponsors of terrorism in 
the wake of the summit has been met with praise 
by Havana, which considers this to be the first real 
indication of a willingness to normalise ties. The 
upbeat feeling generated by this rapprochement, 
however, stood in stark contrast to the fractious 
relationship that the US continues to have with 
Venezuela. Tensions with other Latin American 
countries were also evident – despite President 
Obama’s shifts on illegal immigration and the 
‘war on drugs’ (now recast as a public health issue 
rather than a bilateral political concern).

The recent imposition of sanctions against a group 
of Venezuelan officials over alleged human rights 
violations, as well as an executive order declar-
ing Caracas a threat to US national security, were 
heavily criticised by Venezuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro. Ecuador’s President Rafael Correa also 
used the occasion to accuse the US of double 
standards vis-à-vis its human rights record, and 
tensions do not seem to have abated with Buenos 
Aires over the ongoing legal dispute which is pit-
ting Argentina against holdout creditors in US 
courts.

As the US reconsiders its relations with regional 
counterparts, the EU will also be looking at how 
to revitalise its own relations with its ‘other’ trans-
atlantic partners in the run-up to the 8th EU-LAC 
(2nd EU-CELAC) summit to be held in Brussels 
this June. With bilateralism becoming the main 
channel of cooperation, much attention will be 
geared towards reinvigorating the multilateral na-
ture of this inter-regional partnership.

Revitalising the framework

Since the first inter-regional summit held in Rio 
de Janeiro sixteen years ago, the internal dy-
namics of both the EU and Latin America and 
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Cooperation in crisis management remains a rela-
tively unexplored topic in the bi-regional relation-
ship between the EU and the Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean states (CELAC). However, 
with UN peacekeeping operations currently over-
stretched, Washington’s increasing proclivity to 
‘lead from behind’ and the growing need to address 
transnational security threats multilaterally, there is 
a rising demand for regional actors to act in con-
cert. 

While the EU has assumed an increasingly promi-
nent role as an international security provider, 
CELAC continues to look inwards as a result of 
the regionalised character of its security agenda. 
Moreover, recent developments have prompted the 
EU to refocus on its southern and eastern neigh-
bours, thereby temporarily diverting its attention 
from external partners.

Nevertheless, crisis management cooperation (CMC) 
has begun to flourish at bilateral level between the 
EU and individual CELAC countries. The 2015 
signature of Framework Participation Agreements 
(FPAs) with Chile and Colombia – which establish 
the legal foundation for their involvement in CSDP 
missions and operations – as well as the ongoing 
negotiation over an FPA with Brazil mark the in-
ception of the progressive involvement of CELAC 
countries in EU-led crisis management activities. 

At a time when trade cooperation between these 
transatlantic partners has acquired an ever greater 

regional dimension, it remains to be seen whether 
a similar impetus can be transferred to the crisis 
management sphere. Given the difficulties emanat-
ing from the protracted negotiations on the EU-
MERCOSUR Association Agreement, a bi-regional 
FPA is unlikely to materialise in the near future. 

But just as CELAC has evolved to become the pri-
mary interlocutor for comprehensive bi-regional 
relations with the EU, the Union of South American 
Nations (UNASUR) has emerged as a body poten-
tially capable of giving a regional dimension to 
CMC with the EU. In light of the limitations of 
bilateral FPAs, this could bolster the pooling of 
resources and help further the partners’ joint en-
deavours to respond to multiplying global security 
challenges through collective action.

The state of bi-regional cooperation

If the EU is to develop CMC at a regional level with 
CELAC countries, taking stock of the common se-
curity challenges is essential. While cooperation 
on maritime security, arms trafficking and drug-
related crime has a considerable track-record at 
a regional level, CMC continues to follow a bilat-
eral logic, arguably conditioned by the absence of 
a CELAC equivalent of the EU’s CSDP. Moreover, 
ongoing developments in both regions point to a 
centrifugal trend whereby their respective security 
strategies become increasingly local(ised), driven 
as they are by more immediate regional security 
concerns. 

EU-CELAC: partners in crisis management?
by José Luengo-Cabrera, José Antonio Sanahuja and 
Francisco Verdes-Montenegro Escánez 
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The past decade has seen the emergence of a 
variety of alliances both inside and outside the 
post-Second World War global governance sys-
tem, often resulting in new plurilateral organisa-
tions and structures, not least in the Asia-Pacific 
and the ‘Global South’. These initiatives have 
mostly been driven by one purpose: balancing 
out the perceived domination of international 
institutions and organisations by Western pow-
ers – namely the US, the EU and Japan. Those 
countries that have been most successful in stir-
ring the waters of global governance and ad-
vancing a distinct set of interests in key interna-
tional issues through collective action are now 
commonly referred to as the BRICS. The term 
was originally coined by Goldman Sachs chief 
economist Jim O’Neill in 2001 as BRIC, before 
South Africa was added to Brazil, Russia, India 
and China some ten years later.  With the 7th 
BRICS summit set to take place in the Russian 
city of Ufa this July, the oft-repeated objective of 
the five partners to shape future global govern-
ance through joint action has, once again, come 
to the fore.

In general terms, the formulation of common 
positions by the BRICS is guided by ‘relation-
al multilateralism’, a concept which includes 
a preference for consensual decision-making, 

voluntary engagement, a strictly realist perspec-
tive on national sovereignty, and the absence of 
legally binding clauses.  The group also tends 
to prioritise economic growth and development: 
environmental or human rights concerns, for 
example, are almost always secondary to eco-
nomic performance. Furthermore, they often 
advocate agreements tailored to the needs of a 
limited number of state parties, instead of seek-
ing a universal membership through a one-size-
fits-all approach. Finally, the BRICS’ attitude is 
largely shaped by their frustration at their lim-
ited overall influence in the institutions of global 
governance, which is only partly assuaged by 
the veto right of China and Russia on the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC).  

The BRICS now regularly engage in coordina-
tion meetings on the margins of major United 
Nations and G20 conferences, as well as in sep-
arate ministerial and expert-level deliberations. 
In addition, their leaders also regularly convene 
BRICS summits, the first of which took place in 
the Russian city of Yekaterinburg in June 2009. 
As a political bloc, the BRICS first caught the 
attention of European observers at the 2009 
Copenhagen climate conference, in which they 
managed to water down the EU’s ambitious 
agenda by winning the support of the US and 
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EU foreign policy and the Western Balkans:   
reengagement as a strategic choice - Vienna, 4 December 2015
This event on EU foreign policy and the Western Balkans: reengagement as a strategic choice was 
split into two main sessions. First, there was a restricted morning session where there 
was an informed, intense discussion on the accession process among experts. 

In the afternoon, there was a public session where H.E. Mr Sebastian Kurz, Austrian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs welcomed the more than one hundred participants to a 
lively debate summarised and brought to a close by Mr Michael Karnitschnig, Head 
of Cabinet of Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy & 
Enlargement Negotiations. 

Featured publications

EU home affairs diplomacy: why, what, where – and how

Home affairs matters such as border control, crime-fighting and 
counter-terrorism are all increasingly subject to international rule-
setting and cooperation. This Chaillot Paper explores the genesis of 
‘home affairs diplomacy’ and how it has taken shape.

Migration: the new ‘push’ and ‘pull’ dynamics

This Brief demonstrates how the push and pull dynamics with regard 
to migration have changed dramatically since 2008. What new fac-
tors are pushing humans to leave their homes behind? And will the 
West now have to adapt its appeals to universalism?

CHAILLOT PAPER Nº 135 — July 2015

EU home  affairs 
diplomacy: 
why, what, 
where – and 
how
BY
Hugo Brady and Roderick Parkes  
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If global order is to be maintained, states must 
agree on who and what may cross national bor-
ders, and how. The EU and US have structured 
global relations around the liberal flow of trade 
and capital, and the restriction of migration. 
But the current spike in disorderly migration 
is allowing emerging powers – and migrants 
themselves – to challenge and change the glo-
bal order. 

Shocks to the global system

Historically, Western governments have re-
stricted migration for reasons of state-building 
abroad. Trade and capital flows were thought 
to spread democracy since people demand a 
greater say in domestic politics as they grow 
richer. But were people to emigrate, democracy 
might never take root. Globalisation has there-
fore been based on the promise that, if people 
stay at home, prosperity and good governance 
will eventually come to them. The fact that 
people now have to flee upper-middle income 
countries like Libya or Iraq undermines this 
promise and the ideological basis of globalisa-
tion. 

The current crisis is also challenging the way 
travel is conducted. Over the last 20 years, 

Air travel has been the lifeblood of the global 
economy, keeping goods and investors moving. 
Until now, it has also kept levels of migration 
low. Workers from large developing economies 
are limited when it comes to international air 
travel, largely because their governments re-
main outside Open Skies agreements until their 
national carriers can compete. The US and the 
EU also fine those airlines found carrying illegal 
migrants and, thanks to a web of readmission 
agreements, Western countries can readily ex-
pel migrants. But people are now overcoming 
these barriers and crossing borders en masse 
by land and sea. 

On the occasions when the EU and US have 
opened up migration channels, it has often 
been in pursuit of mutual interests with send-
ing states. For example, EU members issue 
temporary visas to workers from Moldova and 
Georgia in a bid to overcome their own labour 
shortages without becoming a permanent drain 
on skilled labour in sending countries. But con-
cepts such as ‘temporary migration’ and ‘brain 
circulation’ are now losing traction. Emerging 
powers view population matters from an in-
creasingly zero-sum perspective: demography 
is a determinant of national development, and 
a source of comparative advantage. 
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Cyber NEEDS and development: identifying the needs of Networks 
Enhancing the Economy, Development and Security (NEEDS) - 
Brussels, 23-24 February 2015
The EUISS and the European Commission DG International Cooperation and Develop-
ment (DG DEVCO) organised the international conference on cyber capacity building in 
Brussels.

Brussels-based and international experts and officials were invited to engage in a debate on 
cyber capacity building to promote further economic growth and social development. 

The conference provided a comprehensive analysis of the needs and challenges in the areas 
of cybercrime and justice, protection and resilience of critical infrastructure, and resilient e-
development. It particularly emphasised the importance of stakeholders’ needs assessment 
on multiple levels: the national, institutional and organisational, as well as in human re-
sources and technical expertise. 

Featured publications

Riding the digital wave – The impact of cyber capacity 
building on human development

This Report on cybersecurity seeks to promote a development-
focused approach to the issue. The authors address security not as 
an end in itself but rather as a means towards social, economic and 
political development, asserting that cyber capacity building is a 
developmental issue which requires cooperation among different 
policy communities.

State-sponsored hackers: hybrid armies?

With the virtual and physical worlds becoming ever more blurred, 
and the links between hacker collectives and governments still un-
clear, is it still possible to set rules for governing cyberspace?

REPORT Nº 21 — December 2014
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Cyber-attacks are rarely disconnected from politi-
cal realities. CyberBerkut – a pro-Russian group 
of ‘patriot’ hackers – has, for example, hacked 
German government websites in retaliation for 
the political support offered to Kiev by Berlin. 
The Syrian Electronic Army – a hacker collective 
thought to be linked to Syrian President Bassar 
al-Assad – regularly targets Western media out-
lets, most recently Le Monde. 

Due to this blurring of the virtual and 
physical worlds, governments, which 
are familiar with stateless actors such as  
al-Qaeda or the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL), may now have to learn to deal 
with equally hostile, amorphous and often  
state-sponsored ‘hacktors’.

Using the past but shaping the present

While maritime disputes between China and 
its neighbours often grab the headlines in the 
 Asia-Pacific, cyber-attacks are comparatively un-
derreported. Each year, for instance, the com-
memoration of the Sino-Japanese conflict which 
began on 18 September 1931 (and resulted in 
Japan’s occupation of three provinces in northeast 
China) witnesses a virtual offensive on Japanese 
websites. 

The ‘9/18’ cyber-attacks in recent years have 
been fuelled by  a host of diplomatic disputes. In 

2010, the collision of a Chinese fishing boat with 
a Japanese coast guard vessel and the subsequent 
detainment of its Chinese captain and crew caused 
a flurry of malicious cyber activity. Attacks in lat-
er years were triggered by the 80th anniversary 
of the 1931 Manchuria incident or the ongoing 
controversy over the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands.

Non-state cyber armies have also been employed 
in ongoing conflicts. CyberBerkut is but the 
most recent example: the group not only man-
aged to hack governmental websites in Germany, 
Ukraine and Poland, but also successfully took 
down three NATO websites, including that of the 
Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence 
in Tallinn. 

Other Russian political movements, which are or-
ganised and partially sponsored by the state, also 
have an important role in non-state cyber offensive 
capabilities. For instance, a group called ‘Nashi’ 
claimed responsibility for the Distributed-Denial-
of-Service attack in Estonia in 2007. The group 
is also active domestically, targeting the Russian 
opposition and those critical of the government, 
including newspapers such as Kommersant.

Smaller and militarily less advanced countries ap-
pear to readily embrace the actions of such ‘pa-
triotic’ hackers as they benefit from the tactical 
asymmetry – a sort of virtual guerrilla warfare – 
that the cyberspace offers. The Syrian Electronic 
Army, active since the outbreak of protests in Syria 

State-sponsored hackers: hybrid armies?
by Patryk Pawlak and Gergana Petkova
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The dark side of the web: ISIL’s one-stop shop?

With law enforcement agencies pooling resources to counter ISIL’s 
online propaganda, this Alert seeks to raise awareness of the jihadists’ 
use of the so-called ‘Dark Web’, the hidden underbelly of the little 
explored Deep Web.

30
2 0 1 5

In addition to its territorial expansion, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has also em-
barked on a new campaign in the realm of cyber 
warfare. While Western law enforcement agen-
cies are already tackling ISIL’s propaganda, train-
ing programmes and recruitment drives on the 
mainstream web, the US Cyber Command has ex-
pressed its concerns over the growing penetration 
of terrorist organisations into the so-called Dark 
Web, the hidden underbelly of the online world’s 
Deep Web. 

The web we know and use every day, made up of 
websites accessible through conventional search 
engines such as Google, is referred to as the Surface 
Web. Few web users are aware that there is a Deep 
Web, a larger (about 500 times) section of the 
web consisting of websites, networks and online 
content which are not indexed by search engines. 
While much of this unindexed material is harm-
less, a smaller portion is intentionally hidden. It is 
within this unregulated environment that a variety 
of criminal organisations openly trade drugs, fire-
arms, child pornography and other illicit materi-
als. 

An ideal ecosystem

ISIL’s activities on the Surface Web are now being 
monitored closely, and the decision by a number of 
governments to take down or filter extremist con-
tent has forced the jihadists to look for new online 
safe havens. The Dark Web is a perfect alternative 

as it is inaccessible to most but navigable for the 
initiated few – and it is completely anonymous. 

The most popular means of accessing and navigat-
ing the Dark Web is to use a Tor browser. Conceived 
by the US Navy as a means of protecting sensitive 
communications, the Tor browser allows users to 
hide their IP address and activity through a world-
wide network of computers and different layers 
of encryption (like the layers of an onion), which 
guarantee their anonymity. Hidden services and 
marketplaces are listed on index pages such as the 
Hidden Wiki and are accessible only through Tor. 
Silk Road, a notorious online marketplace which 
sells drugs and weapons, was shut down by the 
FBI in 2013, but a variety of black markets such 
as Agora, Evolution and AlphaBay soon filled the 
void and welcomed many of the buyers and sellers 
previously associated with Silk Road. 

The other side of Bitcoin 

ISIL’s adept use of social media makes the head-
lines, but the appeal of the Dark Web lies first and 
foremost in the anonymity of its services. Sadaqa 
(private donations) constitute one of ISIL’s main 
sources of revenue, and its supporters around the 
world have allegedly used digital currencies such 
as Bitcoin to transfer money quickly to accounts 
held by ISIL militants while minimising the risk 
of detection. Cryptocurrency, the digital equiva-
lent of cash, is often used for payments related to 
illegal trade, extortion or money laundering as it 

The dark side of the web: ISIL’s one-stop shop?
by Beatrice Berton 
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EU POLICY PLANNERS 
In cooperation with the Strategic Division of the EEAS, the Institute organised a num-
ber of meetings with the heads of policy planning from the EU-28 and aims to continue 
along this path.

20 March - Brussels Informal meeting on the Strategic Review 

21 April - Brussels
‘The EU in a changed security environment’ - EU Policy Planners 
Network meeting on the Strategic Review

23-24 June - Brussels
EU Policy Planner’s network meeting focused on ‘The Strategic di-
mension of climate policy - notably climate diplomacy’ organised 
by the EEAS and the EUISS

9 September - Brussels

EU Policy Planners Network meeting - ‘Update on the outreach 
programme concerning the Global strategy on foreign and secu-
rity policy’ and EU sanctions policy - preliminary findings of the 
EUISS Task Force

ESDC (EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE COLLEGE)
Cooperation with the European Security and Defence College (ESDC) has developed 
further in 2015. 

The EUISS Director and Senior Analysts have made regular contributions to ESDC 
courses through their participation in panels or the delivery of stand-alone lectures 
(CSDP High-Level Course, Orientation Courses, specialised modules, ‘train the train-
ers’ activities).
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In addition, three different events were co-organised with the ESDC in 2015: the ESDC 
Alumni Conference in February; the 4th module (‘The future of CSDP’) of the 10th CSDP 
High-Level Course 2014/2015, in cooperation with the Austrian National Defence 
Academy, in June; and an Expert Seminar on the EU CSDP Training Policy, in coopera-
tion with the EEAS and the Luxembourg Presidency of the EU, in July. 

In September, at the request of the Executive Academic Board (EAB) of the ESDC, the 
EUISS Director has also become the interim Chair of the EAB.

18-20 February 
Brussels

‘CSDP course on Crisis management capability development’ organ-
ised by the European Security and Defence College (ESDC), hosted 
by IHEDN (Higher Institute for National Defence Studies)

26 February - Brussels ‘ESDC Alumni’ seminar organised jointly with the ESDC

8-10 June - Vienna
ESDC High Level Course - ‘The Future of CSDP - Preparing for the 
European Council 25-26 June and beyond’ organised by the Austrian 
National Defence Academy and the EUISS

On 2-3 July 2015, the EUISS and the European Security and Defence College (ESDC), 
with the support of the European Parliament and the Luxembourg Presidency of the EU, 
organised an expert seminar.

The importance of learning and training is often taken for granted. Yet the EU faces a 
continuous challenge: not only ensuring that the 7,000 personnel currently deployed to its 
15 CSDP missions and operations receive the training they need to perform effectively, but 
also foreseeing training for those staff working on CSDP at their respective headquarters, 
or those who may be selected for deployment. 

The aim of the event was to inform future work on a new learning and training policy 
for CSDP. The seminar brought together experts from across Europe and beyond, with a 
range of different backgrounds - governments, international organisations, civil society, 
academia, and trainers. 

13 July - Brussels
10th Anniversary of the ESDC - Academic Session organised by the 
Luxembourg Presidency to the EU and the ESDC

8 September - Brussels Intervention in the panel ‘Supporting Structures’ at the CSDP Orien-
tation Course organised by ESDC/BMLVS/CSDP/TAIEX and meet-
ing of the ESDC Executive Academic Board

22 September - Brus-
sels

Lecture on ‘The EU Strategic Culture’ in the First Module of the 
ESDC High-Level Course

27-28 October - Kiev Presentation on ‘CSDP’ at the ESDC Course

9-10 November 
Bucharest

Lecture on ‘Defence industry collaboration and EU military capabil-
ity development’ at the ESDC High Level Course Module 2

16 November - Rome Presentation on ‘What CSDP for what threats?’ at the ESDC Course 

20 November - Brussels 72nd meeting of the ESDC Steering Committee
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23 November - Brussels
Panelist in the panel discussion on ‘EU-UN relations’ at the ESDC 
Course

26-27 November
Brussels

2015 ESDC Networking Conference and the ESDC Executive Aca-
demic Board organised by the ESDC

CSCAP (COUNCIL ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION   
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC)
Since December 2013, the EUISS has taken the lead of the EU membership at the Coun-
cil for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP), a premier ‘Track II’ forum pro-
moting security dialogue and confidence building in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
region.  ‘CSCAP EU’ committee is composed of more than 60 experts from academia, thank 
tanks and EEAS officials acting in their private capacity, aiming to provide the best Euro-
pean expertise on issues discussed within CSCAP’s various Study Groups.  Supporting the 
EU’s activities within the ARF, CSCAP EU initiated a Study Group on Preventive Diplomacy 
in 2014, which it co-chairs together with CSCAP Malaysia, New Zealand, and Singapore.

5-6 April -Kuala Lumpur
1st meeting of the Study Group on ‘Non Proliferation and Disarma-
ment in the Asia Pacific’

28-29 April
Kuala Lumpur

1st meeting of the CSCAP Study Group on ‘Preventive Diplomacy’ - 
CSCAP EU representation: Pieter Feith, Guy Banim and Eva Pejsova

1-4 June - Kuala Lumpur
29th Asia Pacific Roundtable meeting and 43rd CSCAP CSCAP 
Steering Committee meeting - CSCAP EU representation: Michael 
Matthiessen and Eva Pejsova

14-15 June - Beijing
2nd meeting of the Study Group on ‘Energy Security’ - CSCAP EU 
representation: Arno Behrens

18-19 June
Kuala Lumpur

1st meeting of the Study Group on ‘Harmonisation of Aeronautical 
and Maritime Search and Rescue’ - CSCAP EU representation: Luc 
Vandebon

21-23 October
Ulan Bator

10th CSCAP General Conference and 44th CSCAP Steering Com-
mittee meeting - CSCAP EU representation: Michael Reiterer and 
Eva Pejsova

26-27 October
Singapore

3rd meeting of the Study Group on ‘Energy Security’ - CSCAP EU 
representation: Arno Behrens
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20 November, Brussels

The CSCAP EU Committee held its third annual meeting. In addi-
tion to regular procedural matters, the Committee discussed the 
latest developments in the South China Sea, with a specific focus 
on legal solutions, as well as possible preventive and provisional 
measures that could be put in place. At the same time, it aimed to 
foster arguments that could help to update and sharpen the EU’s 
position on the issue. 

Exceptionally, the meeting was also included as part of the expert 
outreach and consultation process for the preparation of the EU 
Global Strategy on Foreign and Security Policy (EUGS).



Task Forces
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VI. TASK FORCES

AFRICAN ARMIES
The African Armies Taskforce is an ongoing project involving authors from Europe and 
Africa, aiming at a publication entitled ‘Understanding African Armies’ in the Spring 
of 2016. It seeks to fill a void in knowledge on African military forces more generally to 
assist European decision-makers in their projects. A seminar in South Africa compli-
mented the ongoing consultations in Paris in February 2016. Two meetings took place 
in Paris, on 20 November and 18 December 2015.

CLIMATE AND FRAGILITY
In 2014, the G7 countries commissioned the EU Institute for Security Studies (EUISS), 
International Alert, the Woodrow Wilson Center, and adelphi to conduct an indepen-
dent study on climate change and fragility, and to establish an online platform to share 
the collected research. The Report, ‘A New Climate for Peace: Taking Action on Climate 
and Fragility Risks’, assesses the evidence on the conflict and fragility risks related to 
a changing climate, identifies lessons from existing policies designed to address these 
risks, and offers recommendations for foreign policymakers for addressing this global 
strategic threat. The live online platform (www.newclimateforpeace.org) builds on the 
Report with a range of publications and data resources.  The Report was presented to 
the meeting of G7 foreign ministers in Lübeck in April, 2015. The ministers welcomed 
the Report and have created a joint working group to investigate potential joint efforts 
in this area.
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ENVISIONING EUROPEAN DEFENCE 
This task force gathered a small group of defence experts from leading think-tanks in 
Europe in a series of workshops between September 2015 and January 2016 to help pre-
pare and write an EUISS Report entitled ‘Envisioning European Defence. Five futures’. 
The Report outlines and develops several alternative futures for European defence in 
the years ahead to be used as inspiration and starting points for further discussions on 
how Europe can develop a more effective and strengthened CSDP. 

Task force members: Jan Joel Andersson (EUISS-Paris), Sven Biscop (Egmont-Brussels), 
Bastian Giegerich (IISS-London), Christian Mölling (GMF-Berlin) and Thierry Tardy 
(EUISS-Paris)

The first meeting took place in Paris on 11 September, the second in Brussels on 8 Oc-
tober and the third in Paris on 3 December 2015.

EU SANCTIONS AS SECURITY POLICY TOOLS 
At a time when the EU’s track record as a sanctioning actor remains a mixed bag, as-
sessing the conditions under which restrictive measures tend to deliver on their desired 
outcome stands out as a necessity to hone the way in which future sanctions regimes 
are designed, implemented and enforced.  To this end, the EUISS set up a Task Force 
on sanctions which ran from February to July 2015. Consisting of academics, think 
tank experts and EU officials, a series of roundtable meetings were organised to engage 
participants in an inclusive discussion over the EU’s sanctions regime against Iran, Rus-
sia and Syria. In addition to a series of publications dedicated to EU sanctions in the 
form of shorter Briefs and Alerts, the Institute published a Report in September 2015 
showcasing what the available evidence indicates about the conditions under which EU 
sanctions tend to have their biggest impact.

Four Task Force meetings took place in Brussels. The first was: ‘EU Sanctions as security 
policy tools: launch meeting’ on 26 February; the second ‘Syria & Iran’on 25 March; the 
third ‘Russia’ on 23 April and the final Task Force ‘Iran, Syria and Russia’ on 19 May.

RUSSIA’S FUTURES 
Amid growing uncertainty surrounding contemporary Russia, the EUISS organised three 
meetings of the Task Force on Russia’s futures from September to December 2015, chaired 
by Nicu Popescu. The Task Force aimed to explore the horizon 2020-2025 by creating a 
core group of experts on Russian politics. The seminars, held both in Paris and Brussels, 
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tackled Russia’s future policies towards the US, China and the Middle East, the state of 
Russia’s economy and energy sector, Russia’s military modernisation and security strat-
egy, nuclear deterrence, and methods of warfare in the context of Russia-NATO relations. 
The experts also discussed the future of Russia’s economic and political relations with the 
EU, as well as the trilateral relationship between the EU, Russia and the post-Soviet space.

The Task Force meetings served as a basis for further cooperation on a EUISS Report on 
‘Russian Futures’ (to be published in Mid-2016), identifying most likely trends in Rus-
sia’s foreign and domestic politics until 2025. 

24 September - Brussels
EUISS Task Force on Russia’s futures - 1st Task Force seminar - 
‘The future of Russian foreign policy’

22-23 October - Brussels
‘The Foundations of Russian Power’ - 2nd Task Force seminar - 
2015 Task Force on Russia’s futures

15 December - Paris
‘The future of Russia in Europe’ - 3rd Task Force meeting on 
Russia’s futures

SPACE & SECURITY 
Access to, and use of, space has become critical to the security and well-being of European 
citizens, given the heavy reliance on space systems and the services and data they provide. 
However, space infrastructure is faced with a number of threats, often man-induced, that 
endangers the functioning of space assets and puts at risk the long-term sustainability of 
the outer space environment. Responding to these challenges and avoiding the possibil-
ity of outer space becoming a perilous battlefield requires a wide range of tools that need 
to be carefully assessed. To this end, the European Union Institute for Security Studies 
(EUISS) set up in September 2015 a Space Task Force of prominent experts with a view 
to investigating and identifying priorities, challenges, and options for the EU to move 
forward in the field of space security. A series of closed-door workshops were organised to 
pool expertise and knowledge in this domain, with the ultimate goal of enhancing Euro-
pean policy perspectives and strategic thinking with regard to space security.

14 September - Paris Preliminary Task Force meeting for the ‘Space & Security’ project´

19 October - Brussels
‘Space & Security: Priorities, Challenges and Opportunities for 
the EU’ workshop - 1st Task Force meeting

5 November - Paris
‘Space & Security: Confronting European and International Chal-
lenges’ conference organised by the EU Institute for Security Stud-
ies and hosted by the European Space Agency (ESA)





Seminars
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EUISS EVENTS

January

15 Brussels
First core group meeting - EUISS project on the ‘Arctic opportuni-
ties and challenges’

February

16 Brussels
‘Arctic security matters’ workshop to explore the increasing impor-
tance of the Arctic

26 Brussels
2015 Task Force - Launch Meeting. ‘EU Sanctions as security policy 
tools - Russia, Iran, wider EU neighbourhood’ 

March

2 Paris
Table ronde ‘Madagascar face à ses défis : fin d’une crise, début 
d’une nouvelle étape?’

26 Brussels
2015 Task Force - EU sanctions as security policy tools - Syria & 
Iran - 2nd Task Force meeting

April

21 Brussels ‘The EU in a changed security environment’ conference 

23 Brussels
2015 Task Force - EU sanctions as security policy tools - Russia - 3rd 
Task Force meeting

23 Brussels
Expert workshop on ‘EU-LAC: The other Transatlantic Partnership’ 
- Think Tank Security Dialogue

May

18 Brussels
Brainstorming discussion on Chinese and European perspectives in 
Africa, with a delegation from the CICIR at the EEAS

19 Brussels
‘2015 Task Force - EU sanctions as security policy tools - Iran, Syria 
and Russia’ - final Task Force meeting
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September

11 Paris First meeting of the Task Force on ‘Visions of European Defence’

24 Brussels
‘The future of Russian foreign policy’ - 1st Task Force meeting on 
Russia’s futures

October

8-9 Brussels ‘EU Strategy Matters’ - EUISS Annual Conference

19 Brussels
‘Space & Security: Priorities, Challenges and Opportunities for the 
EU’ workshop

22-
23

Brussels
‘The foundations of Russian power’ - 2nd Task Force meeting on 
Russia’s futures

November

5 Paris
‘Space & Security: Confronting European and International Chal-
lenges’ conference organised by the EU Institute for Security Studies 
and hosted by the European Space Agency (ESA) 

11 Brussels

‘Can the Afghan state survive? An exchange with National Security 
Advisor Hanif Atmar, and EU Special Representative Franz-Michael 
Mellbin’ - The EUISS was pleased to welcome Afghan National Se-
curity Advisor Hanif Atmar to its Brussels Liaison Office to discuss 
the current security challenges facing the war-torn country.

20 Brussels

‘The South China Sea conundrum: Legal solutions and preventive 
measures’ - the 3rd annual committee meeting is part of the expert 
outreach and consultation process for the preparation of the EU 
Global Strategy on foreign and security policy, coordinated by the 
EUISS and the Strategic Planning Division of the EEAS

December

3 Paris Task Force ‘Vision of European Defence’

4 Paris ‘Space & Security’ task force meeting

15 Paris
‘The future of Russia in Europe’ - 3rd Task Force meeting on Russia’s 
futures
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COLLABORATIVE EVENTS

January

19 Berlin

‘Central Asia - Exploring EU interests and options’ - the EUISS 
organised a brainstorming workshop on Central Asia in coopera-
tion with the Institut für Europäische Politik which took place in 
the Federal Foreign Office in Berlin 

30 Brussels

‘EU and Central Asia cooperation: reality checks, lessons learned 
and ways ahead’ conference co-organised by the Latvian EU Presi-
dency, the Institute for European Politics (Berlin) and the EU Insti-
tute for Security Studies (Paris)

February

23-
24

Brussels
‘Cyber needs and development’ international conference co-organ-
ised by the European Commission and the EU Institute for Security 
Studies

26-
27

Brussels ‘ESDC Alumni’ seminar organised in cooperation with the ESDC

March

12-
14

Beijing
‘Sino-European Strategic Dialogue 2015’ seminar organised by the 
CICIR and the EUISS

17-
20

Seoul
International Conference on the Middle East co-hosted by the Eu-
ropean Union and Korea

April

20 Brussels
The EUISS, in cooperation with the European Parliament, organ-
ised the film screening of the documentary ‘Female legislators in 
the Arab world’ which was followed by a discussion/debate

21 Brussels
EU Policy Planners Network EU-28 meeting on the Strategic Review 
- Roundtable on the Arab Futures Report

May

11-
12

Brussels
‘Sixth EU-India Forum’ organised by the EU Institute for Security 
Studies and the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA)

22
Washington, 

DC
‘Washington Forum 2015’ conference co-organised by the Atlantic 
Council and the EUISS

June

8-12 Vienna

‘The future of CSDP - Preparing for the European Council’ - ESDC 
High Level Course 2014/2015 - Module 4, organised by the Austri-
an National Defence Academy, in partnership with the EU Institute 
for Security Studies



66

2015 Activities Report

10 Paris
CEPS Report ‘More Union in European Defence’ - Task Force launch 
event co-organised by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

18-
19

Brussels

‘Northeast Asia Peace and Cooperation Initiative (NAPCI) and EU 
- ROK Cooperation’, conference organised jointly by the Korea Na-
tional Diplomatic Academy and the EU Institute for Security Stud-
ies.

Day two: European External Action Service (EEAS) organised closed-
door sessions

23-
24

Paris
EU Policy Planner’s network meeting focused on ‘The Strategic di-
mension of climate policy - notably climate diplomacy’ organised 
by the EEAS and the EUISS

23 Paris

‘Public Perspectives on the Ukrainian Crisis - Analysing the Russian, 
Ukrainian and Transatlantic Views of the Conflict’ roundtable or-
ganised by The German Marshall Fund of the United States and the 
EUISS

30 Brussels
‘Maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea - what has been done, what 
needs to be done?’ conference organised by DEVCO, EEAS and the 
EUISS 

July 

2-3 Brussels

‘Learning and Training for EU CSDP” - Expert Seminar co-organ-
ised by the EUISS and  the European Security and Defence College, 
reception under the Auspices of the Luxembourg Presidency of the 
Council of the EU

September

11 Brussels

‘Building security in the Sahel: European, regional and local ap-
proaches’ conference held under the Luxembourg Presidency of the 
Council of the EU and co-organised by the EUISS and the Luxem-
bourg Presidency

29 Brussels
‘Global Trends - Risk and Resilience in Foreign Policy’ seminar or-
ganised by the EPRS (European Parliamentary Research Division) 
in cooperation with the EUISS

October

22-
23

Brussels
‘EU-Russia Forum’ event co-hosted by Carnegie Europe and the 
EUISS with the support of the EEAS

22-
24

Athens
Workshop on ‘Eastern Mediterranean in 2020: possible scenarios 
a policy recommendations’ organised by NATO/ELIAMEP/Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung/EUISS

November

17 Brussels
Food for thought lunch on ‘Russia in the Middle East’ seminar co-
organised by the European External Action Service (EEAS)
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26 Barcelona

‘The EU Internal-External Security Nexus - Terrorism as an example 
of the necessary link between different dimensions of action in the 
new Global Strategy’, seminar organised in the context of the EU-
wide expert outreach and consultation process for the preparation 
of the EU Global Strategy on Foreign and Security Policy (EUGS), 
organised by Royal Institute Elcano coordinated by the EUISS and 
the Strategic Planning Division of the EEAS

30-
1/12

Brussels

‘Energy Security as a Priority for Europe’s Foreign Policy’ conference 
organised by the Aspen Institute Italia, European Union Global 
Strategy, CEPS in cooperation with the EUISS, with the support of 
the EEAS and with a contribution by Eni

December

4 Vienna

‘EU foreign policy and the Western Balkans: Reengagement as a 
strategic choice’ - an EU Global Strategy (EUGS)2016 Outreach 
and Consultation Event, co-organised by the Federal Ministry Re-
public of Austria (Europe Integration Foreign Affairs), ESI, EUISS, 
European Union Global Strategy, with the support of the European 
Fund for the Balkans

11 Stockholm
‘Intelligent Foreign Policy’ event jointly organised  by The Swedish 
Institute of International Affairs (UI) and the EUISS, as part of the 
EU Global Strategy (EUGS) consultation process

EXTERNAL PARTICIPATION

January

9 Paris
‘Les gouvernances rebelles: Côte d’Ivoire, Nigeria, Mali’ breakfast 
seminar organised by IRSEM

14 Paris Eurasian Union seminar organised by CERI

14 Paris
‘Peace operations’ seminar - Book presentation ‘Peace, Land’ by 
S. Autesserre - organised by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

15-16 Vilnius
‘Snow meeting’ - organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Lithuania - with attendance of EU and American 
Foreign Policy leaders and experts

16 Brussels
‘EU Strategic Culture and Global Governance’ seminar organised 
by HESD

16-18 Zurich
‘Zurich Strategic Dialogue’ organised by the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology Zurich - Centre for Security Studies (CSS)

19 Brussels ‘The UN Peacekeeping Review’ seminar organised by EPLO
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19-20 Brussels
‘Japan Trilateral Forum’ organised by The German Marshall Fund 
of the United States

20 Brussels CONUN meeting on the ‘UN Peacekeeping Review’

20 Riga
High level seminar ‘Building - Consensus towards June 2015 European 
Council - Next Steps?’ organised by the Latvian Ministry of Defence

20 Brussels
CEPS meeting chaired by Sergio Carrera on ‘Trust, data and national 
sovereignty’ which addressed the role of the EU in re-building trust

21 Brussels
SEDE Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Sahel: a high risk are for the 
security of the EU’ organised by the European Parliament

21 Brussels
European Voice event on ‘Latvia’s EU Presidency: a common EU 
agenda?’

22 Berlin 3rd Young Leaders Conference Frankfurter Allgemeine Forum

26 Berlin
European Security Strategy seminar organised by the German Min-
istry of Foreign Affair

26-27 Vienna
Workshop on ‘Europe at risk 2.0’ series of discussions organised by 
the Centre for Liberal Strategies (Sofia), the Bruno Kreisky Forum 
(Vienna) and the Austrian Ministry of Defence

26-
1/2

Bamako and 
Koulikouro

Field mission to Mali, visit to the EU missions (EU Training Mission 
and EUCAP Sahel Mali), as well as to the UN operation (MINUSMA)

27 Brussels

European Parliament Workshop on ‘Developing operational tools 
within the EU for a Comprehensive Approach to Prevent Electoral 
violence’; CEPS Task Force on Defence and the GMF & EWL event 
on mentoring

29 Brussels
‘Enjeux électoraux 2015’ seminar organised by the Observatoire de 
l’Afrique

29 Brussels
Expert Task Force seminar on ‘EU and the Black Sea Region’ organ-
ised by CIES and GMF

February

5 Brussels ‘EU-Israeli Strategic Dialogue’ workshop

6 Paris
GMF-Chatham House workshop ‘Transatlantic Security Policy to-
wards a changing Middle East’ - chairing the panel ‘Defining Eu-
rope’s Strategic Role’

6-8 Munich ‘51st Munich Security Conference’ organised by MSC

9-10 Brussels
Talk on ‘Security in Asia’ organised by Egmont Institute/NFG Re-
search Group and Expert conference on ‘The Future of Asia-Europe 
Cooperation’

10 The Hague
‘Brainstorm session in preparation for the European Council on 
Defence, June 2015’ organised by the Institute Clingendael

11-12 Munich
High-level conference on ‘Europe’s future’ organised by the Hanns-
Seidel Siftung
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11-12 Warsaw
‘Eurasian Union’ conference organised by the European Council on 
Foreign Relations (ECFR) and the Heinrich Böll Stiftung

12 Brussels
‘CSDP Lessons Management Group meeting’ of the CSDP Lessons 
Managements Group (LMG) organised by the European External 
Action Service (EEAS)

13 London
‘India-EU’ roundtable organised by the European Institute - Lon-
don School of Economics

13 Paris Breakfast seminar on ‘Seleka/CAR’ organised by IRSEM

13 Paris
Joint workshop organised by KCL-IRSEM on ‘Major trends in arms 
production and transfers in times of austerity’

16 Paris Ukraine roundtable organised by CERI

16-18 Amsterdam
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs conference on ‘Delivering Peace 
& Protection: The convening power of UN Peace Operations’ - to 
moderate the break out session ‘Command and Control’

16-18 Tartu
Special Guest Speaker at the Baltic Defence College seminar ‘Is-
lamist extremism and the Middle East’ & lecture on the same topic

18-20 Brussels
‘CSDP course on Crisis management capability development’ or-
ganised by the European Security and Defence College (ESDC), 
hosted by IHEDN (Higher Institute for National Defence Studies)

18-20
Washington, 

DC

Preparatory meetings for the Washington Forum with Matthew 
Burrows, Director - Strategic Foresight Initiative and Stephen 
Grand, Executive Director Middle East Strategic Project, Atlantic 
Council and Claus Bozet, Head of Political Section, EU Delegation

20 Brussels
Intervention at the high-level independent panel on ‘UN Peace Op-
erations’ on ‘European Perspectives on Military and Policing As-
pects of UN Peace Operations’

21-23 Doha
Workshop on ‘Mapping Foreign Policy in the GCC: Resources, re-
cipients and regional effects’ organised by the Middle East Centre 
of the London School of Economics

24-25 Berlin Roundtable on Libya organised by the German Federal Foreign Office

26-27 Brussels CEPS Ideas Lab ‘More or Less Europe?’ conference

March

2-3 Vienna
High-level ENP conference co-organised by Carnegie European and 
the Austrian Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs

3 Paris
‘Boko Haram and the Lake Chad Basin’ conference debate organ-
ised by CERI Sciences-Po

4 Helsinki
‘The 8th Annual FIIA Day - Revising Europe’s Strategy’ organised by 
The Finnish Institute of International Affairs

6 Paris
‘Les relations entre acteurs humanitaires et forces armées sur les 
terrains de crise et de conflit’ - séminaire organisé par IRSEM
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6 Paris
Seminar on the ‘Prospects in five West African countries and Boko 
Haram’ organised by the Direction Paix, démocratie, droits de 
l’homme of OIF (Francophonie)

9 Tokyo
EU-Japan seminar on ‘Security and Defence’ organised by the Japa-
nese Ministry of Foreign Affairs

9 Brussels CEPS Task Force on Defence launch event

12 Brussels
EPLO/Civil Society Dialogue Network Policy event on ‘Capability-
building in support of security and development’

16 Brussels

EPC Policy Dialogue on Preserving Peace and security: searching for 
assertive answers to hybrid solutions with, inter alia, the Lithuanian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sergey Utkin from the Russian Academy 
of Science and the new EEAS Secretary General, Alain Le Roy

16-18 Berlin
Preparatory meeting with Climate/security consortium and G7 For-
eign Ministry Representatives

16-17 London
Informal meeting convened by the EU Special Representative on 
Sahel gathering member states working on the area

17 Brussels PSC Retreat on Russia/China

17-20 Seoul
International Conference on the Middle East co-hosted by the Eu-
ropean Union and Korea

19 Paris
Public debate on ‘Des(integrating) Asia: competing visions, practi-
cal solutions for regional integration’ organised by IFRI

19-20 Stockholm Annual Conference of the Swedish Network for European Studies

19-20 Geneva
‘Pulling together the UN system in conflict-prone States: Problems 
and prospects’ conference organised by the Ralph Bunche Institute 
of the Central University of New York

20-22 Brussels
‘Brussels Forum’ organised by The German Marshall Fund of the 
United States

24 Brussels
Presentation of ‘The Military Balance 2015’ event co-organised by 
Egmont Institute and IISS

24 Paris
Discussion on peace and security issues in Africa with the French 
Delegation - Direction générale des relations internationales et stra-
tégiques (DGRIS), Ministry of Defence

25 Paris
‘The Challenges of Making Peace’ conference organised by the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the occasion of the visit of the 
UN High-Level Panel on Peace Operations

26 Brussels

‘1st Project Team European Maritime Capabilities in the Arctic’ - 
Project Team on European Maritime Cooperation in the Arctic in 
accordance with EDA Steering Board Decision and Project Team 
EMCA led by the Ministry of Defence of Finland
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26 Brussels
‘How strategic is the EU-Asia relationship?’ workshop/expert de-
bate organised by the European Council on Foreign Relations

26 Brussels ‘The EU and Peacebuilding’ seminar organised by EPLO

26 Brussels
Working lunch with the most recently arrived Policy Analyst from 
the External Policy Unit of the European Parliament’s Members’ 
Research Service

April

1 Brussels Seminar on the review of the EU’s external action

3 Paris ‘Chad’ seminar organised by IRSEM

09-11 Riga
‘Riga Security Seminar 2015’ organised by the Latvian Institute of 
International Affairs

13 Paris Seminar on ‘Moscow and post-Soviet diasporas’ organised by CERI

17 Brussels Strategic review meeting

20 Rome
‘What went wrong with the world’ seminar with Dominique Moïsi, 
Special Advisor, IFRI, organised by Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI)

22-25 Beirut
Workshop on ‘Arab Civil-Military relations post-2011’ organised 
by Carnegie Middle East Centre

23 Brussels
Politico Launch event ‘European Divides: a make or break year for 
the Union’

23-24 Riga

EU Security Policy Directors meeting organised by the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) and the Latvian Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union - Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Latvia

25-30 Niamey
Meetings with national and international stakeholders working on 
security, transition and youth organised and hosted by the EU Del-
egation and EUCAP Sahel Niger

26-07 
May

Kuala Lumpur
CSCAP meeting on ‘Preventive Diplomacy’; 2nd ASEAN-EU High-
Level Dialogue on ‘Developing inter-agency cooperation and re-
gional cooperation to enhance maritime security’

27-28 Brussels Expert workshop on the German White Paper on Security Policy

27-29 Luxembourg Publications Office Annual Seminar for the EU Agencies

29 Brussels EDA-Egmont PhD Prize - final selection and jury meeting

29-30
Washington, 

DC

Annual CSDP seminar organised by the EU Delegation and the 
EEAS and preparatory meetings at the Atlantic Council for the 
Washington Forum

30 Brussels
PSC Retreat - intervention on the topic: ‘North Africa: the Southern 
border - challenges and opportunities’
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May

4-8 Beirut
‘Middle East amid the International Policy Variables’ international 
conference organised by the LAF-RSSC

6 Brussels
2nd meeting of the Sherpa group under the Group of Personalities 
for the Preparatory Action on CSDP related research organised by 
the European Commission

7 Paris Breakfast seminar on ‘Terrorist assessment’ organised by IRSEM

7 Paris
Seminar organised by IFRI on ‘German-Russian economic relations 
after the crisis in Ukraine’

8 Stockholm Leading a panel debate on the EU Foreign policy conference

9 Brussels EU Open Day organised by the EU Institutions

9-11 Erbil
Event organised by Carnegie Middle East Centre, Erbil, Kurdistan 
on ‘Civil-Military relationships in Kurdistan’

12 Paris
‘The EU Strategic Review - Revising the European Security Strat-
egy’ expert workshop organised by the Fondation pour la recherche 
stratégique

12-14 Belgrade
Conference on ‘CFSP and Serbian accession to the EU’ organised 
by the ISAC Fund

12-13 Paris
Closed workshop on the EU Strategic Review organised in coopera-
tion by the FRS with the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs Policy 
Planning Staff

13-14 London
Workshop ‘A multilateral approach to ungoverned spaces: Libya and 
beyond’ organised by the European Council on Foreign Relations - 
intervention on the regional dimensions of the conflict in Libya

15-18 Budapest
Presentation on the topic ‘Libya: from liberation to lustration’ at 
the ‘NATO Parliamentary Assembly Spring session’ 

18 Paris  ‘EU foreign policy strategy’ seminar organised by IRIS 

19 Paris

‘70 ans après la fin de la Seconde Guerre mondiale : l’architecture 
européenne de sécurité face à de nouveaux défis’, débat avec M. 
Thierry de Montbrial, Président de l’Institut français des relations 
internationales (IFRI), et M. Volker Perthes, Directeur de la Fonda-
tion « Wissenschaft und Politik » (SWP)

27 Brussels ‘Security challenges in the Libya-Niger border’ seminar

28 Paris
Informal discussion with French MoD Directorate for International 
Relations and Strategy roundtable on ‘Regional Threats to UN mis-
sion in the Middle East’

30-
4/6

Kuala Lumpur ‘29th Asia-Pacific Roundtable (APR)’ organised by ISIS, Malaysia
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June

1 Paris

Closed event organised by the National Assembly - Commission des 
Affaires étrangères et Commission de la Défense on the topic ‘Etat 
des lieux de l’Europe de la défense et potentialités ouvertes par le 
Traité de Lisbonne’

1 Paris ‘Central African Republic post-Sangaris’ seminar organised by IFRI

1 Paris
‘EU migration policies and asylum’ roundtable organised by the Eu-
ropean Council on Foreign Relations

3 Brussels
Chairing panel discussion ‘The EU’s new foreign policy strategy, from 
a development perspective’ at the ‘European Development Days’ 

4 Brussels
‘EU-Latin America Relations’ conference organised by Friends of 
Europe and the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

4-6 Berlin
65th Königswinter Conference ‘70 years of Peace, 65 years of part-
nership: EU and Global Challenges to Britain and Europe’

4-8
Halong Bay, 

Vietnam
‘Maritime issues and UNCLOS: Sharing European/EU and Asia Ap-
proaches to Territorial Disputes’ high-level workshop

5 Paris ‘Eritrea’ organised by IRSEM

8 Brussels
3rd meeting of the Sherpa group under the Group of Personalities 
for Preparatory Action on CSDP related research organised by the 
European Commission

8 Paris ‘Europe’s East in 2030’ seminar organised by IFRI

14-18 Kazakhstan
‘Security and integration in Central Asia’ workshop sponsored by 
PONARS Eurasia (George Washington University’s Elliott School of 
International Affairs)

15 Zagreb
‘Croatia in contemporary security environment - Threats, challeng-
es and responses’ organised by the Center for Defense and Strategic 
Studies, CDA

15 Brussels
‘The Arctic and the new knowledge frontier’ organised by the Re-
search Council of Norway and the Norwegian Space Centre

15 Brussels
‘Violence and terror - a comprehensive solution for stopping Daesh’ 
seminar organised by Friends of Europe

15-16 Rome

‘D-10 Strategy Forum’ co-organised by the Atlantic Council, CIGI 
and Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) with the support of the Ital-
ian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and 
Compagnia di San Paolo

16 Rome
‘Come Affrontare le crisi: Perchè l’Europa ha bisogno di una nuova 
strategia di sicurezza’ organised by Link Campus University and Is-
tituto Gino German di scienze sociali e studi strategici

17-18 Riga
‘Reviewing the EU Strategy for Central Asia: Results and Future 
Prospects’ organised by the Latvian Institute of International Affairs
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19 Brussels
‘Early warning watch list briefing: Conflicts to watch in 2015’ semi-
nar organised by EPLO-ICG

19 Berlin
‘Under discussion Algeria’ roundtable organised by the German 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

22-23 Berlin
‘“BMVg” perspectives on hybrid warfare’ expert workshop organ-
ised by IISS - contribution on the ‘Role of the EU in countering 
conflict/warfare’

24 Vienna
‘Annual Security Review’ Conference organised by the OSCE - con-
tribution on Middle East & co-ordination & co-operation options 
between international and regional organisations

25-26 Madrid
‘Regional security in the Sahel’ seminar organised by the EU Special 
Representative on Sahel and the member states

26 London ‘Russia’ seminar organised by the London School of Economics

29 Brussels
Launch of a ‘New Climate for Peace report on climate and fragility’ 
organised by the European Commission - DEVCO DG

29 London
‘Security, development & reform in North Africa’ workshop bring-
ing together Policymakers, country analysts, and specialists in fields 
of security, economics & political reform

29 Brussels
‘Space & society conference towards a European Space Commu-
nity’ organised by the EESC

29 Brussels
Launch event of a new climate for peace report on ‘Climate and 
fragility’ organised by DEVCO DG de Melo

30 Paris
‘The war in Yemen: internal logic and regional implications’ semi-
nar organised by IFRI

July

2-3 Vienna
‘CSDP following June Summit’ workshop organised by the Diplo-
matic Academy

2-3 Brussels
Official launch of the Critical Maritime Routes in the Indian Ocean 
- CRIMARIO

6 Brussels
4th meeting of the Sherpa group under the Group of Personalities 
for Preparatory Action on CSDP related research organised by the 
European Commission

8 Brussels

‘Bridging the gaps in EU foreign policy’ organised by Carnegie Eu-
rope with a presentation by Pierre Vimont on his policy outlook 
‘The path to an up-graded EU foreign policy’ - discussants included 
Sylvie Kauffmann, Le Monde and Bruno Maçaes, Portuguese Minis-
ter for European Affairs

14 Bruges
‘Séminaire intensif sur l’UE’ de l’Organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie - intervention sur le thème ‘La gestion des crises dans 
la politique extérieure de l’UE: étude de cas’
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15 Brussels Security experts met the NATO Secretary General, Mr Jens Stoltenberg

15 Paris
European and transatlantic security policy discussions organised by 
the Swedish Embassy in Paris

22-24 Cadenabbia
‘NATO Strategic Agenda’ workshop organised by the Konrad Ad-
enauer Stiftung

August

28 Leuven

‘China’s foreign policy and external relations’ workshop - closing 
event of the Euro-Asia Summer School organised by the Leuven 
Centre for Global Governance, Hitotsubashi University and Seoul 
National University

September

8 Berlin
‘The future of the Security-development Nexus’ expert workshop 
organised by the German Ministry of Defence

8-9 Mons
Presentation on the panel ‘Southern flank great/challenge’ to the 
NATO Alliance at the NATO Special Operation Symposium

9 Brussels
‘ASEM at 20: the challenge of connectivity’ organised by Friends of 
Europe together with the EEAS

12 Modena
‘L’Europa delle idee’ - Summer School Renzo Imbeni - organised by 
the Università di Modana e Reggio Emilia and Foundazione Col-
legio San Carlo

14 Brussels
5th meeting of the Sherpa group related to the Group of Personali-
ties for the Preparatory Action for CSDP-related research

15 Paris
‘Asia Pacific Security Forum’ workshop on EU’s contribution to re-
gional security organised by IFRI

15-16 Brussels
European Defence Summit organised by the Munich Security Con-
ference (MSC)

22 Brussels
‘Joining up for an EU Strategy for Foreign and Security policy - a 
Weimar Brussels seminar’ organised by The Permanent Representa-
tives to the European Union of the ‘Weimar Triangle’ 

23 Paris
‘Security in Northern Europe and the Baltic Sea’ organised by IFRI 
and the Swedish Embassy, which is part of the Swedish Defence 
Minister’s visit to Paris

24 Brussels
‘Countering Hybrid Threats’ high-level seminar organised by the 
European External Action Service (EEAS) under the Luxembourg 
Presidency sponsorship

24 Brussels
‘EU and Rising China: Merging values, interests and global gover-
nance’ roundtable organised by Carnegie

25 London
Closed meeting on ‘UK strategy towards the Sahel’ organised by the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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25 Luxembourg
‘Public-Private Partnership in defence procurement and beyond’ 
seminar organised by the Luxembourg Presidency

29 Brussels
The German Marshall Fund of the United States seminar ‘From 
past to present: EU, US and African relations’

October

1 Stockholm
‘CSDP and defence industry’ seminar organised by the Swedish At-
lantic Council

1 Vienna
Roundtable discussion seminar organised by the Austrian Ministry 
of Defence on ISIL

1-3 Milan

II Global Think Tank Summit & III European Think Tank Summit 
- ‘Navigating Turbulent Times and Transitions: The role of Think 
Tanks. Regional and Global Perspectives’, organised by TTCSP 
(Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program - University of Pennsyl-
vania) & ISPI, in partnership with ADBInstitute, Brookings, CIGI, 
Éupolis Lombardia, Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei, United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa and with the support of Fondazi-
one Cariplo, Italian Egyptian Business Council, Parlamento Eu-
ropeo Ufficio d’informazione a Milano, Expo Milano 2015 and the 
European Union

7 Paris Seminar with the Ambassador of Iraq on ‘Middle Eastern challenges’

11-12
Tel Aviv - Jeru-

salem

The Israeli Association for the Study of European Integration or-
ganised its two-day Annual Conference at the Tel Aviv University 
and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

14 Paris
Conference of Defence Ministers on the implications of Climate 
change for defence

14 Brussels
Luxembourg EU Presidency’s seminar on ‘CSDP’ organised by Clin-
gendael and Egmont

16 Paris Full-day seminar on ‘The Eurasian Union’ organised by INALCO

19 Brussels
6th meeting of the Sherpa Group related to the Group of Personali-
ties on the Preparatory Action for CSDP-related research organised 
by the European Commission

19-20 Nicosia Panel discussion on ‘Middle East’ at the University of Nicosia

19-23 Ulaanbaatar
44th CSCAP Steering committee meeting and 10th General Confer-
ence ‘Confidence building in the Asia-Pacific - The security architec-
ture of the 21st century’

21 Chantilly
‘France-Israel Strategic Dialogue’ co-organised by DGRIS, ELNET, 
Forum of Strategic Dialogue, FRS and INSS - moderator in the pan-
el ‘Islamic radicalization: French and Israeli approaches’

23-24 Paris
European Steering Committee 2015 seminar organised by Notre 
Europe - Jacques Delors Institute

25-26 Reykjavik ‘Nordic Council’ session on ‘Refugee situation’
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27-28 Prague
Conference on ‘International security’ organised by the European 
Values Think Tank

29 Brussels EIAS seminar on ‘Maritime challenges for India in the 21st century’

29-
01/11

Bahrain
Workshop at the IISS-Middle East Office on ‘Geopolitics, nuclear 
issues and the Middle East’

November

1-3 Abu Dhabi

‘Second annual Abu Dhabi Strategic Debate’ on the topic ‘Geopo-
litical shifts and changing nature of the world order, new forms of 
terrorism and extremism, security issues, challenges for UAE and 
Gulf sub-region’

2-3 The Hague
Planetary Security Conference ‘Peace, climate and environment’ 
hosted by the Dutch Foreign Ministry

4-6 Cairo
Dialogue workshop ‘Radical groups: security threats in the Euro-
Mediterranean’ organised by Al Ahram Center for Political and 
Strategic Studies

6-7 Riga

The Riga Conference, annual meeting of regional and international 
experts in foreign policy and defence, academics, journalists, and 
business representatives, promoting the discussion and assessment 
of issues affecting the transatlantic community

8-11 Dakar

Second ‘Dakar Forum on Peace and Security in Africa’ under the 
High Patronage of His Excellency Macky Sall, President of the Repub-
lic of Senegal, organised by the Senegalese Government (Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Senegalese Abroad) and the Pan-African Institute 
of Strategy, with the support of the French Ministry of Defence and 
the Association de soutien au Forum de Dakar (ASFORDAK), in con-
junction with the African Union and international partners

9-10 Berlin ‘Berlin Foreign Policy Forum’ organised by the Koerber Foundation

10-11 Berlin ‘CFSP Review’ organised by the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik

11 Brussels
7th meeting of the Sherpa Group related to the Group of Personali-
ties on the Preparatory Action for CSDP-related research organised 
by the European Commission

12 Dublin
Carnegie Seminar on the ‘International Role of Russia’ hosted by 
the Irish Foreign Ministry

12 Paris
Seminar on the ‘Security in West Africa’ organised by the Agence 
Française de Développement

12-13 Prague
‘European Union Institutions fit for external challenges’ conference 
organised in the framework of the Prague European Summit by the 
Institute of International Relations

13 Paris
Public consultation on the ‘Future of the Cotonou agreement’ or-
ganised by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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13 Paris
Roundtable on ‘Job opportunities in EU research’ organised by Sci-
ences Po

16 Brussels
‘European Defence Matters’ - the European Defence Agency’s an-
nual high level conference 

17 Brussels
Group of Personalities meeting organised by the European Com-
mission

17 Brussels
European Parliament Policy-hub on regional developments in the 
Middle East

18
Washington, 

DC
‘Debating the EU Global Strategy: What should Europe do?’ semi-
nar organised by the Carnegie Endowment for Peace

17 Brussels
European Parliament Policy-hub seminar on regional developments 
in the Middle East

17-18 London
‘Cyber and space security: Creative policy approaches to new tech-
nical challenges’ expert roundtable organised by Chatham House

17-18 Moscow
Seminar on ‘Future of EU/West-Russia relations’ organised by the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and Annual meeting of the Ebert-Russian 
Political Science Association

18-19 The Hague
Keynote expert at the seminar on ‘Design session on security trends 
and challenges’ organised by the Dutch Ministry of Defence 

20 Brussels ESDC Steering Committee and 72nd meeting organised by the ESDC

23 Paris Closed seminar with the US Vice Chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff

23 Brussels Panel discussion on ‘EU-UN relations’ at the ESDC Course

24 London
‘EU Global Strategy: internal and external challenges on the refugee 
crisis’ event organised by the European Council on Foreign Rela-
tions (ECFR)

24-25 Brussels
‘Dual use technology and trade - Unlocking the potential for Eu-
ropean Security & Growth’ dinner seminar organised by SAAB AB

25 London
Conference on ‘Women in ISIS’ organised by the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service

25 Paris
Seminar on ‘Russia military reform’ organised by the European 
Council on Foreign Relations

26-27 Brussels
2015 ESDC Networking Conference and ESDC Executive Academic 
Board meeting organised by the ESDC

December

1 Paris ‘Russia and the Eastern Partnership’ seminar organised by IRSEM

7-8 Guermantes
‘Crisis scenarios in Asia: transatlantic responses’ conference organ-
ised by the National Bureau of Asian Research (NBR)

8 Brussels
8th Sherpa Group meeting under the Group of Personalities on the 
Preparatory Action on CSDP-related research organised by the Eu-
ropean Commission
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8-9 The Hague

‘The EU’s contribution to common global rules: Challenges in an 
age of power shifts’ - Expert consultation in the framework of the 
EU Strategic Review Process conference organised jointly by The 
Hague Institute for Global Justice and the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Netherlands

11 Berlin
‘What role for EU foreign policy in the refugee crisis?’ briefing or-
ganised by The German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP)

14 Berlin
G7 High-level meeting on ‘Maritime Security’ organised by the Federal 
Foreign Office in the framework of the German Presidency of the G7

14 Paris
‘Libya and potential options for conflict-resolution’ seminar organ-
ised by the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR)

14 Moscow
European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) seminar with Alex-
ander Cherkasov  - Memorial

16 Paris
‘Security in plural societies: the Arab case’ seminar organised by the 
Arab Reform Initiative

17-18 London
Human Security Group Conference organised by the Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung and LSE at the London School of Economics on the 
role of the EU in conflict-affected areas

17-18 Jordan ‘Refugee situation’ seminar organised by IEMed
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DIRECTOR

Antonio Missiroli

Antonio Missiroli became Director of the European Union Institute for Security Studies 
in October 2012. 

At the EUISS, he and his team of Analysts have produced a number of publications ex-
amining global trends on issues ranging from climate change to the future of the Arab 
world and the security of the Arctic. More recently, Dr Missiroli has been closely involved 
in the drafting of the recent HR/VP Report on ‘The European Union in a changing global 
environment’, and will assist in the crafting of the EU’s Global Strategy, due to come out 
in June 2016.

Previously, he was Adviser at the Bureau of European Policy Advisers (BEPA) of the Eu-
ropean Commission, in charge of European dialogue/outreach (relations with think 
tanks and research centres across the Union and beyond) and publications (2010-2012); 
Director of Studies at the European Policy Centre in Brussels (2005-2010), and Research 
Fellow and Senior Research Fellow at the W/EU Institute for Security Studies in Paris 
(1998-2005). He was also Head of European Studies at CeSPI in Rome (1994-97) and a 
Visiting Fellow at St Antony’s College, Oxford (1996-97). 

As well as being a professional journalist, he has also taught at the Universities of Bath 
and Trento, as well as Boston University and SAIS/Johns Hopkins (Bologna). He is cur-
rently visiting lecturer at the College of Europe (Bruges) and Sciences Po (Paris).

Dr Missiroli holds a PhD degree in Contemporary History from the Scuola Normale 
Superiore (Pisa) and a Master’s degree in International Public Policy from SAIS/Johns 
Hopkins University. He speaks Italian, English, French and German.

VIII. THE EUISS TEAM
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SENIOR ANALYSTS

Jan Joel Andersson

Areas of expertise: Military issues and EU capability development, defence industry and technol-
ogy, US politics and transatlantic relations

Jan Joel Andersson joined the EUISS in September 2014. He works on military capabil-
ity development, defence industry issues, WMD and non-proliferation. Previously, Jan 
Joel was Senior Research Fellow at UI - the Swedish Institute of International Affairs in 
Stockholm - where he served as Programme Director (2006-2010) and Head of Develop-
ment (2010-2011) before his appointment as Dragas Distinguished Visiting Professor 
of International Studies at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia (2011-2014). 
He has also worked as a senior analyst and consultant in private industry and in the of-
fice of a US Senator on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.        

Educated at the United World College of the Adriatic in Italy and Uppsala University 
in Sweden, Jan Joel received his MA and PhD in political science from the University of 
California at Berkeley as a Fulbright scholar. 

His recent publications include ‘The Race to the Bottom: Submarine Proliferation and 
International Security,’ U.S. Naval War College Review, and ‘Nordic NATO,’ Foreign Affairs.

Cristina Barrios 

Areas of expertise: EU policies and Europe-Africa relations; security and development nexus man-
agement.

Cristina Barrios joined the EUISS in April 2013. She works on Europe-Africa relations, 
following international trends of democracy promotion, conflict resolution and devel-
opment policies. Prior to joining the EUISS, Cristina was Senior Researcher and EU 
Project Manager at ESSEC Business School IRENE, and Researcher at the think tank 
FRIDE. She has also worked as Assistant Professor at ESCP Europe, Researcher at The 
Carter Center, as a consultant in democracy promotion and electoral observer in the DR 
Congo. Cristina obtained her PhD in International Relations from the London School 
of Economics, and previously studied at the University of Granada, University of Re-
gensburg, University of Paris 8 and University of California at Berkeley. Her research 
focuses on the links between security and democratisation, with a regional expertise on 
European Union-Africa relations. She has published numerous policy briefs and work-
ing documents on statebuilding and conflict, EU security sector reform, democracy as-
sessment, and the African Union, covering a variety of country and regional case studies. 
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Cristina is an associate of the transatlantic programme at LSE IDEAS and occasional 
guest lecturer in European Affairs, notably at Sciences Po Paris.

Florence Gaub

Areas of expertise: Middle East and North Africa; security sector reform, the Arab world

Florence Gaub joined the EUISS in May 2013 where she deals with the Arab world with 
a focus on conflict and security, with particular emphasis on Iraq, Lebanon and Libya. 
She also works on Arab military forces more generally, conflict structures and the geo-
strategic dimensions of the Arab region. Previously, she was a researcher and lecturer at 
NATO Defence College where she helped establish the Middle East Faculty responsible 
for outreach to military forces in the Middle East and North Africa, the German parlia-
ment and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research in New York. Florence 
wrote her PhD on the Lebanese army at Humboldt University Berlin and holds degrees 
from Sciences Po Paris, and the Sorbonne and Munich universities. She has lectured 
and testified on numerous occasions at national and multinational parliaments, min-
istries and defence colleges in Europe, the Arab world and the United States, and has 
conducted extensive field research in Iraq, Lebanon, Libya and Egypt. She has published 
several monographs and articles on these topics.

Eva Gross - until June 2015

Areas of expertise: Transatlantic relations, India and AfPak, CSDP

Eva Gross joined the EUISS in April 2013. At the EUISS she deals with the Transatlantic 
Forum, India and AfPak, and other CSDP-related issues. Prior to joining the EUISS, 
Eva was a fellow at Stiftung Neue Verantwortung, an intersectoral think tank in Berlin, 
where she worked on a project on ‘Germany in Europe’ (2012-2013). From 2007-2012 
she was Senior Research Fellow and head of the research cluster ‘European Foreign and 
Security Policy’ at the Institute for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel. Eva has 
held visiting positions at the Center for Transatlantic Relations, SAIS-Johns Hopkins 
University in Washington, D.C. (2010), the EUISS (2008), the Center for European Pol-
icy Studies in Brussels (2006), and CERI-Sciences Po in Paris (2005). Eva holds a PhD 
in International Relations from the London School of Economics and Political Science, 
and a BA and MA from the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. Her areas 
of expertise include EU crisis management and peace-building, transatlantic relations, 
European engagement in Afghanistan and its neighbourhood, and the EU’s approach 
towards emerging powers. 
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Roderick Parkes

Areas of expertise: Immigration, asylum and international home affairs cooperation

Roderick Parkes joined the EUISS in October 2015, where he works on issues of immi-
gration, asylum and international home affairs cooperation. Prior to this, he worked for 
four years as a researcher at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs 
(SWP) in Berlin (2005-2009) before moving to Brussels and establishing SWP’s liaison 
office to the EU and NATO (2009-2012). In 2012, he moved to the Polish Institute of In-
ternational Affairs, PISM, in Warsaw, where he ran the Europe programme (2012-2014). 

From late 2014, on leave from PISM, he spent a year at the Swedish Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs (UI) on a research scholarship from the Swedish Foreign Ministry to look 
into the EU’s refugee crisis.  

Roderick was educated at the Universities of Edinburgh and Cambridge, as well as the 
Institut d’études politiques in Grenoble, and received a PhD from the University of Bonn.

Patryk Pawlak - until February 2015

Areas of expertise: EU internal security, Justice and Home Affairs-CSDP links, in particular in the 
area of border management and cybersecurity

Patryk has worked at the EUISS since January 2011. At the Institute, he deals with the 
EU’s Justice and Home Affairs policies, with particular attention to their external di-
mension and implications for foreign policy. Until May 2013 he was responsible for the 
Institute’s Transatlantic Programme, including the organisation of the EU Washington 
Forum and US Task Forces.  He holds a PhD in Political Science from the European 
University Institute in Florence. Prior to joining the EUISS, Patryk was a visiting schol-
ar at numerous research institutions, including the Center for Transatlantic Relations 
(Washington, D.C.), the Center for International Relations (Warsaw), Center for Peace 
and Security Studies at Georgetown University (Washington, D.C.) and the Centre for 
European Policy Studies (Brussels). Since September 2006, Patryk has also been a fellow 
in the European Foreign Policy Studies Programme founded jointly by Compagnia di 
San Paolo, Volkswagen Stiftung and Riksbankens Jubileumsfond.  His main research 
focuses on linkages between internal security and foreign policy. 

Eva Pejsova

Areas of expertise: East Asia, maritime security, EU-Asia relations

Eva Pejsova joined the EUISS in January 2014. She works on the Asia-Pacific region, 
following security developments in East Asia, EU-Asia relations and maritime security 
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issues. She also manages regular dialogues with EU’s strategic partners in Asia and 
coordinates the EU membership at the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-
Pacific (CSCAP).

Eva holds a PhD in Strategic Studies from the S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (RSIS) in Singapore, with a focus on maritime cooperation in Asia and China-
Japan relations. She holds a degree in Japanese and International Relations, and has 
previously worked with the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the office of the French 
prime minister, the OECD and the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF). 

Her research interests focus mostly on maritime and security cooperation in East 
Asia, including regional cooperative mechanisms, sovereignty disputes, as well as 
overall questions of good governance and environmental security. In view of the EU’s 
potential security role in Asia, she also deals with questions of regional integration, 
multilateralism and confidence-building in Northeast and Southeast Asia. 

Nicu Popescu

Areas of expertise: EU-Russia relations, Eastern Europe, South Caucasus, crisis-management

Nicu Popescu joined the EUISS in July 2013. He previously worked as advisor on for-
eign policy and EU affairs for the prime minister of Moldova (2010, 2012-2013) where 
he dealt with a wide spectrum of foreign policy issues. He also dealt with domestic 
reforms such as the visa liberalisation process and Moldova’s accession to the Eu-
ropean Common Aviation Area. Prior to this, he worked as head of programme and 
Senior Research Fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) in Lon-
don (2007-2009, 2011-2012), and as a Research Fellow at the Centre for European 
Policy Studies in Brussels (2005-2007). He holds a PhD in International Relations 
from the Central European University in Budapest, Hungary. Nicu has published ex-
tensively on EU foreign policy, Russian domestic and foreign policies, the European 
Neighbourhood Policy/Eastern Partnership, and crisis management. In 2011, he pub-
lished a book entitled EU Foreign Policy and the post-Soviet Conflicts: Stealth Intervention 
(Routledge). His other key publications include: A Power-Audit of EU-Russia relations, 
The Limits of Enlargement-Lite: European and Russian Power in the Troubled Neighbourhood 
and Dealing with a post-BRIC Russia. In addition, he has published numerous op-eds 
with numerous outlets including: The Financial Times, International Herald Tribune, The 
Wall Street Journal, The Guardian and OpenDemocracy. 
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Thierry Tardy 

Areas of expertise: Crisis management, CSDP, UN peacekeeping, UN-EU relations, security gov-
ernance in Africa

Thierry Tardy joined the EUISS in May 2013. Previously he was Senior Fellow at the 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP). Thierry has researched and published exten-
sively on military and civilian crisis management with a particular focus on the United 
Nations and the European Union, inter-institutional cooperation in security govern-
ance, security regionalism, and the EU Common Security and Defence Policy. His lat-
est research has also focused on the Responsibility to Protect, African conflict manage-
ment, and the situation in Mali. He is currently co-editing the Oxford Handbook on United 
Nations Peacekeeping Operations (Oxford University Press, with J. Koops, N. MacQueen 
and P.D. Williams). Thierry is a graduate of the National Session of the Institute of 
Higher National Defence Studies (IHEDN) in Paris (2010) and a member of the edito-
rial board of International Peacekeeping. He has taught at the Graduate Institute of Inter-
national and Development Studies (IHEID) in Geneva as well as at the Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques and the War College in Paris, and regularly lectures at the European Security 
and Defence College.

OPERATIONAL STAFF

 · Nikolaos Chatzimichalakis - IT Officer/Data Protection Officer - Paris Headquarters

 · Gearóid Cronin - Publications Officer - Paris Headquarters

 · Christian Dietrich - Executive Research Assistant - Brussels Liaison Office - until 30 
April 2015

 · Marco Funk - Executive Research Assistant - Brussels Liaison Office - starting 
November 2015

 ·  Jackie Granger - Brussels Liaison Officer - Brussels Antenna/Paris Headquarters

 · Pierre Minard - Executive Research Assistant - Brussels Liaison Office - starting 
September 2015

 ·  John-Joseph Wilkins - Public Information Officer - Paris Headquarters

 · Philip Worré - Documentation and Research Officer - Paris Headquarters
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ASSOCIATE ANALYSTS

David Chuter worked in government for many years, before retiring to become a full-
time lecturer, author and consultant based in Paris. He teaches at Sciences Po, and the 
University of Cranfield in the UK, among other places. His main interests are in the 
formulation and implementation of security policy, security sector governance, African 
security issues and the security and development nexus. He is the author of four books 
and numerous articles.

Iana Dreyer is a political economist specialising in trade policy and energy policy, with 
a special focus on the EU, its neighbours and emerging markets. She has worked for 
more than seven years in leading European think tanks, and currently runs a specialist 
website focused on EU trade policy. www.bordelex.eu. At the EUISS she coordinated a 
task force on international sanctions.

Alice Ekman is a Research Fellow at IFRI dealing with China and also teaches at Sciences 
Po in Paris. She was formerly a visiting scholar at Tsinghua University (Beijing) and at the 
National Taiwan Normal University (Taipei). She has worked as a research officer at the 
embassy of France in China, and as a consultant in a Paris-based strategy firm. She special-
ises in China’s domestic and foreign policy, and holds an MA from the London School of 
Economics and a PhD from Sciences Po. She is also fluent in Mandarin Chinese. 

Juha Jokela is the Director of the European Union research programme at the Finnish 
Institute of International Affairs. Previously he was a Senior Visiting Research Fellow at 
the EUISS, Advisor in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, and Research Fellow 
and Director of the Network for European Studies in the University of Helsinki. His cur-
rent research interests include the role of the EU in the Arctic, the external implications 
of the EMU reforms and differentiated integration. He holds a PhD from the University 
of Bristol. 

Sabina Kajnč Lange specialises in EU decision-making and inter-institutional relations. 
Since 2009, she has worked at the European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA) 
in Maastricht. She also teaches at the University of Maastricht and at the University of 
Ljubljana. She holds a MA in European Studies from the Free University in Berlin and 
a PhD in international relations from the University of Ljubljana. At the EUISS, she is 
involved in the activities related to the ‘Global Strategy’.

José Luengo-Cabrera specialises in African political economy and security-related de-
velopments on the continent. He previously worked for the European External Action 
Service (EEAS), International Crisis Group, Roubini Global Economics and the United 
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Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations. He holds an MSc in Comparative 
Conflict Studies from the London School of Economics and a BSc in Economics and 
International Studies from the University of Warwick.

Gerald Stang holds BSc and MSc degrees in chemical engineering from the University 
of Saskatchewan and an MA in international affairs from the School of International 
and Public Affairs at Columbia University. He specialises in energy politics, democratic 
transitions and foresight in international relations.

TRAINEES/JUNIOR ANALYSTS/    
EXECUTIVE RESEARCH ASSISTANTS

Paris Headquarters
 · Taynja Abdel Baghy
 · Beatrice Berton
 · Cameron Johnston
 · José Luengo-Cabrera
 · Maline Meiske
 · Pierre Minard
 · Massimo Pellegrino 
 · Zoe Stanley-Lockman
 · Bálazs Ujvári
 · Elizabete Vizgunova
 · Katharina Wolf

Brussels Liaison Office
 · Miruna Bouros
 · Nick De Vlaminck
 · Christian Dietrich
 · Marco Funk
 · Anouk Moser
 · Gergana Petkova
 · Clodagh Quain
 · Anouk van den Akker
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BRIEFINGS 

January

12 Rome
CB gave a lecture to the NATO Executive Development Programme at 
the NATO College

13 Paris TT gave a presentation on CSDP at the Ecole de Guerre

22 Swindon
CB gave a lecture on Africa and democratisation/security trends at the 
UK Defence Academy

February

5 Geneva EG gave a lecture on civilian CSDP at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy

11 Paris
TT presented ‘Qu’est-ce que gérer une crise internationale?’ at the IHE-
DN

12 Brussels
EP gave a lecture on East Asia’s security developments to the partici-
pants of the Sessions Nationales of the Institut des Hautes Etudes de 
Défense Nationale (IHEDN)

17 Geneva
JJA gave a CSDP military dimensions presentation at the Geneva Centre 
for Security Policy

24 Rome FG gave a lecture on cultural differences at the NATO Defence College

March

3 Rome
FG gave a presentation on ‘Culture in international relations’ at the 
NATO Defence College - Regional Cooperation Course 13 (NRCC13)

10 Paris
JJA, EG, PW delivered a presentation to the visiting senior service school 
students of the US Air War College

13 Paris

Robert Springborg, Visiting Professor in the Department of War Stud-
ies, King’s College, London, and a non-resident Research Fellow of the 
Italian Institute of International Affairs, at Sciences Po for a lecture on 
‘Arab military forces after the Spring’

IX. Briefings and Visits
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16 Geneva
FG presented the ‘EU-MENA relations’ at the Geneva Centre for Secu-
rity Policy

16 Barcelona NP gave a lecture on the Eurasian Union at the University of Barcelona

17 Geneva
EP gave a lecture on ‘EU-Asia maritime security cooperation’ at the 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy

17 Paris
TT gave a presentation on ‘La politique étrangère et de sécurité com-
mune de l’UE’ at the Ecole des Mines

18 Geneva
CB gave a lecture on ‘EU-Sub Saharan Africa relations’ at the GCSP - 
ETC one-day module

23 Brussels
FG attended a briefing with Jane Kinnimont, Deputy Head and Senior Re-
search Fellow, Middle East and North Africa, Chatham House London  

23 Brussels
JG attended the ‘Post-Summit Briefing’ organised by the European Pol-
icy Centre (EPC)

27 Paris
TT gave a lecture at the National Session of the IHEDN on ‘UN Peace 
operations: Current Challenges’ and FG delivered a presentation on 
‘The Middle East and the Mediterranean after the Arab Spring’

30 Paris
Presentation by Professor Christopher Hill who is writing a book com-
paring FR and UK foreign policies  in the framework of the CSFP  - ten-
tative title: ‘Rivals in Decline’

April

02 Paris
TT gave a presentation at the IHEDN on the topic ‘Qu’est-ce que gérer 
une crise internationale’ 

14 Paris
FG lectured the Sciences Po Master’s Course at the School of Interna-
tional Affairs on ‘EU policies towards the Middle East and North Africa’

14-
15

Chichester 
University

TT gave a public lecture at the Chichester University on ‘The European 
Union and crisis management: achievements and limitations’

20 Rome
AM delivered a presentation entitled titled ‘L’Europa nel nuovo Sistema 
internazionale’ to the Honours Course organised by the Università de-
gli Studi Roma

27-
29

Brussels
Euro-Arab training course for EU officials - FG delivered a presentation 
on the topic ‘Fight against terrorism and disarmament’

May

7 Barcelona
AM give a lecture ‘The EU in a Changing Strategic Environment’ organ-
ised by IBEI (Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals) at the Univer-
sitat Pompeu Fabra

18 Norfolk JJA gave a presentation at the Joint Forces Staff College, Norfolk

19 London
FG spoke at the Training course for Young Qatari diplomats requested 
by the Qatari Foreign Ministry, event organised by RUSI

25-
26

Torrejon
FG delivered a presentation at the EU Satellite Centre’s International 
Expert meeting 
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28 Paris
FG spoke at the informal discussion roundtable organised by the French 
Ministry of Defence - Directorate for International Relations and Strat-
egy on ‘Regional threats to UN missions in the Middle East

June

2 Paris
FG took part in the briefing discussing Syria, Iraq and Libya with several 
officials for the French MoD’s Strategic Planning Section 

4 Coëtquidan TT delivered a presentation on CSDP at the Saint-Cyr Officers School  

25-
26

Brussels
FG gave a lecture on ‘EU-Middle East’ at the VUB (Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel) - Free University of Brussels 

July

1 Paris FG briefed the French National Assembly on Libya

August

26 Paris
CB gave a welcome lecture to the new class of the Master Affairs Euro-
péennes at Sciences Po

31/
1-9

Rome
FG gave a presentation on ‘Culture in international relations’ at the 
NATO Defence College

September

2 Lyon
TT made a presentation on ‘International Organisations and Crisis 
Management’ at Sciences Po Lyon

22 Brussels FG briefed the PSC on the developments in the MENA

22 Paris CB gave a lecture at the IHEDN on the topic of ‘EU crisis management’

29 Rome
FG presented ‘Culture in international relations’ at the NATO Defence 
College Middle East Faculty

29 Strasbourg TT gave a lecture on ‘The responsibility to protect’ at the IHEDN event

October

15 Cyprus
FG attended the lecture on ISIS at the British Forces HQ, which was 
part of the conference on military intelligence

26 Rome
TT made a presentation at the NATO Defence College on ‘NATO Crisis 
management’

27 Kiev TT gave a talk on CSDP at the ESDC Course

29 Brussels JLC and PM attended the ICG/EPLO briefing on ‘Early warning’

November

2 Paris TT gave a talk at Sciences Po on ‘The EU in Africa’

9 Bucharest
JJA lectured on ‘Defence industry collaboration and EU military capa-
bility development’ at the ESDC High Level Course Module 2

16 Rome
TT made a presentation on ‘What CSDP for what threats?’ at the ESDC 
Course

26 Paris
Discussion on Middle East and North Africa challenges with the diplo-
matic staff from the Embassies of Germany, Sweden, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Belgium and The Netherlands
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December

5 Paris
GS made a presentation at the ‘Climate and security’ event at the Em-
bassy of The Netherlands as part of the COP activities

7 Geneva
JJA gave a lecture on ‘Defence economics and armaments cooperation’ 
at the GCSP High Level Course

9 Stockholm
JJA gave a lecture on ‘European Defence collaboration’ at the Swedish 
Ministry of Defence

VISITS
January

15 Brussels Edgars Trumkalns for the forthcoming EU-Central Asia meeting

21 Paris Tatiana Stanovaya, Russian Expert

February

3 Brussels
Ambassador Jacek Bylica, EU Special Envoy for Non-Proliferation and dis-
armament

3 Paris Ifat Imady, Lebanon desk officer of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs

4 Brussels
Ramona Nicole Mănescu, Member of the European Parliament, Member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs

13 Paris
Judit Goldstein, First Secretary, Germany Embassy, responsible for Europe 
and the Middle East

17 Paris
Susi Dennison, Co-director for European Power Programme, European 
Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR), London

25 Paris
Radu Bezniuc, Deputy Director, Civil Aviation Authority - Republic of 
Moldova

March

6
Paris 
Paris

Professor Mark Katz, George Manson University, for informal discussion on 
geopolitical implications of the Ukraine crisis

6 Paris Nina Berezner, President, Association D’Est (Destination East)

10 Paris
Marc Antoine Eyl-Mazzega, Russia Programme Manager, International En-
ergy Agency

11 Paris
Benjamin Wegg-Prosser, Managing partner, Global Counsel; Tony Blair’s 
former Director of Strategic Communications 

12 Paris
Basma Kodmani, Executive Director, Arab Reform Initiative, Paris and other 
researchers working on the Arab military forces
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12 Paris

Andrey Makarychev, Professor of International Relations at Linguistic Uni-
versity and Professor of Political Science in Public Service Academy (Nizhny 
Novgorod, Russia), University of Tartu, Centre for EU-relations studies and 
Visiting Professor at the Free University of Berlin

19 Paris
Andrew Wilson, Senior Policy Fellow, European Council on Foreign Rela-
tions (ECFR), London

19 Brussels
Ambassador Lembit Uibo, Representative to the PSC, Permanent Represen-
tation of Estonia to the EU;
Mr Jorge Domecq, Chief Executive, European Defence Agency

20 Paris Volodymyr Yermolenko, Ukrainian philosopher and essayist

20 Paris Alexandra Novikoff, Chercheur, University Paris 2

20 Paris Editors at the Salon du Livre to present our publication ‘YES 2015’

23 Paris
Mats Berdal, Professor of Security and Development, Department of War 
Studies, King’s College London

30 Paris
Alexander Gabuev, Senior Associate and the Chair of the Russia in the Asia-
Pacific Program, Carnegie Moscow Center

31 Paris Corneliu Robu, Deputy Chairman, National Factoring Company, Moscow

April

2 Paris
Céline Marangé, Researcher, Russia Specialist, IRSEM, Ecole Militaire Paris 
- also visited on 30 September

2 Paris
Tornike Gordadze, Georgian politician and French political scientist; Georgia’s 
former State Minister for Euro-Atlantic Integration - also met on 15 October

15 Paris
United Kingdom Ministry of Defence delegation visited to discuss Africa in 
view of their report on Global Strategy Trends to 2045

30 Brussels
Dirk Dubois, Head of the ESDC, European External Action Service (EEAS) 
and Sławomir Tokarski, Head of Unit - Defence, Aeronautic and Maritime 
Industries, DG Enterprise and Industry, European Commission

May

13 Paris Bayram Balci, Research Engineer, CNRS, Sciences Po Paris

18 Paris
Jakub Kulhanek, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic in 
charge of multilateral and security issues

27 Paris Alexi Tereshchenko, Russian historian

June

1 Brussels
Denis Roger, Director, European Synergies and Innovation (ESI), and Jorge 
Domecq, Executive Director, European Defence Agency (EDA)

2 Paris
Officials from the French Ministry of Defence - Strategic Planning Session to 
discuss Syria, Iraq and Libya

3 Paris
François Godement, Director of the Asia and China Programme and Fredrik 
Wesslau, Director of the Wider Europe Programme, European Council on 
Foreign Relations (ECFR) - also met  on 2 November 2015?
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9 Paris
Lilian Moraru, Ambassador Extraordinary & plenipotentiary of the Republic 
of Moldova in France - also visited on 15 September

10 Paris
Adrien Fauve, PhD in political science and post-soviet studies from Sciences 
Po, associated to CERI, where he coordinates the Central Asia seminar se-
ries (GRAC)

12 Paris Nicolas Trifon, écrivain/historien, éditeur et sociolinguiste libertaire 

12 Paris
Imola Streho, Associate professor at the Law school and Associate scholar 
at the Centre d’études européennes at Sciences Po, Paris, where she is co-
directing the Master in European Affairs since the academic year 2008/2009

15 Paris M. Menier, Governance and Security expert, Sahel UNDP programme

19 Paris Volodimyr Yermolenko, Ukrainian expert, Kyiv Mohila University

29 Brussels
Michael Man, Head of Strategic Communication, European External Ac-
tion Service (EEAS)

July

8 Paris
General John Maas, Military Advisor, CMDP - discussion on the upcoming 
‘Hybrid threats’ event organised by the EEAS

10 Paris Robert Mason, Researcher, British University Egypt

23 Paris
Mario Pezzini, Director Development Centre, Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD)

August

21 Paris
Général d’armée Lamine Cissé, officier général sénégalais ayant exercé les 
fonctions de Chef d’état-major général des armées, Ministre de l’Intérieur, 
chef Bureau des Nations unies en Afrique de l’Ouest

25 Paris
Daniel Hyslop, Research Manager, Institute for Economics and Peace, 
Washington, DC

September

8 Paris

Phillip Carter III, Senior Foreign Service American diplomat, former United 
States Ambassador to Ivory Coast. Ambassador Carter is Deputy to the 
Commander for Civil Military Engagements, United States Africa Com-
mand (AFRICOM) in Stuttgart, Germany

8 Paris Dr Cheng-Dong Tso and his delegation from the Prospect Foundation, Tapei

8 Paris
Dava Newman, NASA Deputy Administrator & Gib Kirkham, NASA Europe 
Representative

14 Brussels
Sigrid Kaag, United Nations Special Coordinator for Lebanon to discuss 
current affairs in Lebanon

22 Paris
Manuel Lafont Rapnouil, Head of Office, European Council on Foreign Re-
lations, met also on 30 November

23 Paris Isabelle Roy, Ambassador of Canada to Algeria, for a brainstorming session

23 Paris
Michael Man, Head of Strategic Communication, European External Ac-
tion Service (EEAS)
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25 Paris
Representatives of the British SO15 Counter-terrorism unit and the Crown 
Prosecution Service

29 Paris
Gerard Brachet, former Director General, French Space Agency (CNES) and 
Chair of the COPUOS

October

1 Paris Tatiana Kastouéva-Jean, Head of Russia-NIS Center, IFRI

15 Paris Silviu Popescu, Romanian Cultural Institute

26 Paris
Discussion on the Middle East and North Africa with staff from  the Ger-
man Embassy

27 Paris
Discussion on the topic ‘Maghreb security’ with the Canadian Ambassador 
to Morocco

29 Paris
Horia-Victor Lefter, Université Bordeaux-Montaigne, Histoire Department, 
Graduate Student. Studies Central and Eastern Europe, Belarusian Studies

November

2 Paris

Vladislav Inozemtsev, Professor of Economics, Chairman of the High Coun-
cil, Civilian Force Political Party, Presidium Member at the Russian Inter-
national Affairs Council. Director of the Centre for Post-Industrial Studies 
and a member of the board of Russia’s Ministry for Regional Development; 
Scientific Director of the Center for Post-Industrial Studies and an Editor-
in-Chief of Svobodnaya Mysl journal.

6 Paris
Mathieu Boulegue, Eurasia Project Manager, development of AESMA’s 
Russian and CIS activities in business diplomacy, geo-security, and research 
& analysis

27 Paris Lyndon Allin, Political Officer, OSCE Mission to Moldova

December

4 Paris Vasile Tofan, Partner, Horizon Capital Management, Kiev

8 Paris
Alyona Getmanchuk, Director and Leonid Litra, Senior Research Fellow, 
Institute of World Policy, Kiev

16 Paris Dmitrio Ostrushko, Expert, Gorshenin Institute Kiev

18 Paris
Catherine Durandin, historienne, enseigne à l’INALCO, ancienne consul-
tante au Ministère de la Défense

18 Paris

Délégation française du Ministère des Affaires étrangères et du Développe-
ment international, composée par la Directions des Affaires stratégiques, de 
sécurité et du désarmement ; Direction des Nations Unies, des Organisations 
internationales, des Droits de l’homme et de la Francophonie ; Direction de 
l’Europe Continentale ; Direction des Amériques et des Caraïbes ; Direction 
d’Asie et d’Océanie ; Direction de l’Union européenne ; Direction de l’Afrique 
Australe et de l’Océanie Indien ; Centre d’Analyse, de Prévision et de stratégie
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